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The  Fletcher  Free  Library. 


FOUNDED  IN  1873,  BY  MRS.  MARY  L.  FLETCHER 
AND  MISS  MARY  M.  FLETCHER. 


OFFICERS, 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  LIBRARY, 

W.  J.  YAN  PATTEN,  ex-officio , 
E.  J.  PHELPS, 

M.  H.  BUCKHAM, 

SAMUEL  LIUNTINGTON, 

J.  ISHAM  BLISS. 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  FLETCHER  FEND, 

T.  E.  WALES, 

EDWARD  WELLS, 

JOEL  LI.  GATES. 

LIBRARIAN, 

SARAH  C.  HAGAR. 
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ASSISTANT, 

LIZZIE  R.  MOORE. 

MESSENGER, 

GEORGE  HENDERSON. 

COMMITTEE  ON  LIBRARY  AFFAIRS, 

Alderman  JOHN  R.  KELLEY - 
“  LI.  W.  HALL, 

“  J.  W.  GOODELL. 
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CITY  OF  BURLINGTON. 


TWENTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
FLETCHER  FREE  LIBRARY. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES. 

Burlington,  Yt.,  January  1,  1896. 

To  the  City  Council  of  Burlington  : 

Gentlemen  : — The  Trustees  of  the  Fletcher  Free  Library 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  report  of  the  Librarian  and  Treasurer 
for  the  year  1895. 

Your  obedient  servants, 

The  Trustees. 

By  the  Secretary, 

J.  Isham  Bliss. 


REPORT  OF  LIBRARIAN. 

Burlington,  Yt.,  January  1,  1896. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Fletcher  Free  Library  : 

Gentlemen  : — The  Librarian’s  annual  report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1895,  the  eleventh  I  have  laid  before 
your  board,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

During  the  last  year  663  volumes  have  been  added  to  the 
catalogue  of  accessions,  making  the  number  so  entered  23,375. 
Of  these  177  volumes  were  gifts  from  individuals,  82  were 
added  from  binding  periodicals,  16  were  purchased  to  replace 
books  worn  out,  and  488  were  new  volumes.  There  were  752 
new  cards  issued,  a  decrease  of  75  since  last  year.  Again,  as  in 
every  year  since  1889,  the  cancelled  registration  of  cards  has 
exceeded  the  number  issued  to  applicants,  notwithstanding 
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tlie  circulation  of  books  has  continued  to  increase.  The  books 
given  out  for  home  use  in  1895,  numbered  48,762.  In  1894 
the  circulation  was  43,942,  an  increase  of  4,820.  Since  the 
library  was  opened  (July  6,  1875),  the  circulation  has  never 
been  so  large  as  the  past  year.  It  has  gained  regularly  every 
year,  except  two,  since  1885,  although  there  was  a  large 
decrease  from  the  first  year  until  that  time. 

Of  the  books  circulated,  33,082  are  classed  as  fiction,  and 
books  for  the  young,  more  than  67  per  cent.,  a  much  larger 
proportion  than  usual.  This  may  be  accounted  for  by  the 
increased  number  of  children  who  take  books  from  the 
library. 

It  was  necessary  to  send  533  volumes  and  82  periodicals 
and  newspapers  to  be  bound,  but  the  greater  number  were  old 
books  to  be  re-bound.  As  the  books  are  longer  in  use,  and 
the  circulation  increases,  the  wear  from  frequent  handling  is 
greater.  Popular  books  will  wear  out  and  bills  for  re-binding 
increase.  All  volumes,  when  returned  to  the  library,  are  care¬ 
fully  examined,  mended  and  cleaned  in  the  library  as  far  as 
possible. 

The  record  of  books  given  out  to  the  teachers  for  use  in 
the  schools  does  not  show  any  increase.  About  600  volumes 
were  taken  to  the  schools;  410  for  the  Intermediate  schools, 
64  for  the  Main  Street  Grammar  schools,  76  for  the  Converse 
Primary  school,  the  remainder  for  the  other  Grammar  schools 
and  the  High  school.  This  does  not  include  the  large  number 
read  or  consulted  in  the  library,  or  taken  from  the  library  on 
their  own  cards  by  scholars  of  the  higher  grades  to  use,  as 
their  teachers  advise,  in  connection  with  their  studies. 

The  present  system  of  issuing  books  to  the  schools  began 
about  fifteen  years  ago.  Every  teacher  is  invited  and  expected 
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to  come  to  the  library  and  choose  directly  from  the  shelves  as 
many  books  as  she  wishes.  These  are  generally  retained 
through  the  term,  but  can  be  returned  and  exchanged  if  any 
are  found  unsuitable  for  the  purpose,  or  when  one  subject  of 
study  is  finished,  the  books  concerning  it  are  no  longer  in  use 
and  others  are  needed. 

As  stated  in  the  report  last  year,  non-residents  connected 
with  the  schools  or  university,  either  as  instructors  or  students 
can  obtain  cards,  and  use  the  library  for  reference  or  reading 
at  home,  as  if  they  were  citizens ,of  Burlington. 

The  various  literary  clubs  and  classes  in  the  city  find  the 
library  an  essential  element  in  their  work,  and  it  is  always  a 
pleasure  to  be  able  to  aid  in  such  investigations. 

All  new  books,  except  fiction,  when  ready  for  circulation 
are  placed  where  they  may  be  freely  examined  by  readers 
before  being  placed  on  the  shelves.  Many  make  their  selec¬ 
tions  from  these  volumes. 

It  is  hoped  that  practical  interest  will  be  shown  in  the 
library  by  donations  of  books,  magazines  and  pamphlets,  and 
that  those  having  such  matter  that  they  can  spare  will  give 
them  to  the  library.  They  will  have  the  satisfaction  of  know¬ 
ing  that  the  thoughtfulness  of  one  contributes  to  the  pleasure 
and  benefit  of  many. 

A  list  of  those  who  have  given  books  to  the  library  and 
the  number  of  volumes  contributed,  can  be  found  in  the 
appendix.  The  principal  newspapers  of  the  city  continue  to 
give  us  their  daily  and  weekly  issues,  and  are  always  ready 
and  willing  to  give  place  gratuitously  in  their  columns  for  lists 
of  books  and  other  items  of  interest  relating  to  the  library. 
The  editors  of  the  University  Cynic  send  us  their  publication. 
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Other  friends  remember  ns  as  usual  by  supplying  us  with 
various  periodicals. 

The  increased  circulation  shows  a  constantly  developing 
use  and  appreciation  of  the  facilities  afforded  by  an  institu¬ 
tion  like  this.  There  seems  now  no  necessity  of  convincing 
the  public  of  the  utility  of  a  library,  but  of  trying  to  meet  the 
urgent  needs  of  the  present.  The  most  pressing  need  is  more 
room,  or  at  least  more  shelves.  With  each  year  the  shelving 
room  becomes  more  crowded  and  it  is  more  difficult  to  properly 
locate  further  additions.  Valuable  books  have  to  be  piled  up 
in  a  very  disorderly  and  unsightly  way.  The  light  is  insuffi¬ 
cient,  there  is  no  ventilation  except  by  opening  the  windows. 
One  room  serves  for  delivery  room,  reference  and  periodical 
room,  readers  of  all  ages  are  seated  at  the  same  desk,  there  is 
but  one. 

We  thank  the  City  Council  for  the  appropriation  which 
has  enabled  us  to  meet  the  expenses  for  carrying  on  the  library 
work.  It  is  hoped  that  the  business  of  the  library  has  been 
conducted  with  as  much  economy  as  is  consistent  with  its  best 
interests.  But  as  the  circulation  increases  it  is  impossible  not 
to  increase  the  expenditures  in  various  ways. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Sarah  C.  Hagar, 

Librarian. 


8 
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REPORT  OF  TREASURER. 


FLETCHER  FREE  LIBRARY,  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH 
S.  HUNTINGTON,  TREASURER. 

1895. 

January  1,  cash  brought  from  account  1894 _ $1,639  45 

January  2,  semi-annual  interest  due  January  1,  1895.  300  00 

January  2,  dog  tax  for  1894 . .  47 7  75 

July  3,  semi-annual  interest  due  July  1,  1895 . .  316  65 

September  19,  fines  collected  by  librarian .  100  00 

September  19,  Boston  Book  Company . .  10  25 

1896. 

January  4,  semi-annual  interest  due  January  1,  1896.  313  27 

Dog  tax  for  1895 . . . . .  513  00 

Interest  on  deposits . . . . . . .  55  93 

$3,726  30 

CONTRA. 

Cash  paid  for  books  and  periodicals . . . $1,124  74 

Cash  to  new  account . . . . . 2,601  56 

$3,726  30 


Attest: 


S.  Huntington,  Treasurer, 

Fletcher  Free  Library. 


FLETCHER  FREE  LIBRARY. 


9 


APPENDIX  A. 

LIBRARY  EXPENSES. 


Salaries,  Miss  Hagar _ _ _ $  800  00 

Miss  Moore . . 500  00 

Messenger . 144  00 

Binding.  . . 312  19 

Coal  and  wood . 159  45 

Gas _ , _ _ _ _ _  111  15 

Printing,  cards . . 46  75 

Awnings. . 5  00 

Postage . 12  00 

Printing  report . . . 5  60 

Water . 12  00 

Burners  for  gas . 7  50 

Cleaning  Library  and  furnace  work .  37  50 

Matting . .  4  38 

Express,  repairs,  incidentals _ 8  90 


Total . . . . . $2,166  42 


January. 
February 
March . . . 

April _ 

May - 

June _ 

July - 

August  __ 


APPENDIX  B. 

Circulation  for  1895. 
Fiction  and  Juveniles. 

_ 3,045 . 

. 2,902 _ 

_ 3,176...  ... 

. 2,680.. . 

. . 2,388 _ 

. . 2,332 . 

. . 2,615.. . 

. 2,785 _ 


Total. 

.4,632 

.4,511 

.4,601 

.4,138 

.3,866 

.3,319 

.3,415 

.3,635 
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September . 2,405 . .3, 548 

October . 2,738 . .4,262 

November . 3,163 . 4,688 

December . 2,853 . .4,147 


33,082  48,762 


1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 
1881 
1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 


APPENDIX  C. 

Circulation  from  1876. 


Fiction  and  Juvenile.  Total. 

. . . . . 35,448 

. 30,471 . 38,458 

. . 25,186 . 35,238 

. .21,809 . 33,077 

. -.19,579.--. . . . 29,432 

. .19,212.... . ..28,262 

. .18,308 . .26,438 

. 17,092... . . . 25,576 

. 15,027.. . . 20,173 

. . 20,489 . 29,475 

_ 27,337  . 37,753 

_ 26,917 . 37,933 

. . .28,701 . .41,948 

. 29,032 . 43,464 

_ 30,303 . .45,828 

_ 30,983 . 46,387 

. . 31,599 . 47,203 

_ 27,621 . 42,184 

. 28,740 . 43,942 

. 33,082 . 48,762 
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APPENDIX  D. 

GIFTS  FOR  1895. 

Yols.  Pam.  Nos. 

Alger,  Mrs.  C.  J . . .  54  64 

Allen,  C.  E . . . . . .  3 

American  Museum  of  Natural  History  __  1 

Anonymous . . . .  1  1 

Appel,  Mrs. . . . . . .  1 

Bourke,  Capt.  John  0 _ _  2 

Balch,  E.  S . _ .  2 

Bovvdoin  College: . 1 

Burlington  Clipper,  weekly _ _ _ 

“  Earth,  weekly . . 

“  Free  Press,  daily  and  weekly 

“  Graphic,  weekly. . . 

“  Independent,  weekly _ 

“  News,  daily . . . . 

Camp,  Miss  A . 2 

Canfield,  T.  H . .  1 

Cannon,  LeGrand  B . 1 

Davis,  Geo.  E . 1 

Deberville,  E.  B . 1 

Edwards  Co .  1 

Fitzgerald,  Desmond . .  '  1 

Goodrich,  Prof.  J.  E . .  1  3  12 

Greenleaf,  General  W.  L. _ _  1 

Hagar,  Miss  M.  C . 1 

Harvard  College . 1 

Haselton,  S . . . . . .  11 

Howard,  Mrs.  G . . 1 

Indian  Rights  Association . . 1 

Kansas  Agricultural  College .  1 
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Vols.  Pam.  Nos. 

King,  Dr.  A.  F.  A. . .  1 

Lancaster  Independent . .  1 

Lawrence,  Mrs.  L.  L . . . .  80 

Leffingwell . . 4 

Libraries,  Aguilar . . 3 

Baltimore,  Enoch  Pratt _  1 

Bloomington,  Ulinois . .  1 

Boston  Public . . .  1 

Brookline . ..  . .  1 

Brooklyn _ _ 1 . .  1 

Cambridge _ 1 

Canning  Town .  .  1 

Chicago . 1 

Cincinnati .  2 

Cleveland . 7 

Denver...  . 6 

Detroit _ 1 

Dover.. . 1 

Drexel  Institute . . 1 

Glasgow,  Baillie’s  Institute _  1 

Gloversville . 1 

Grand  Rapids . . .  1 

Hamilton,  Ontario _ _  1 

Hartford _  8 

Helena,  Montana _ _  5 

Hopedale . 1 

Illinois  State _ _ 1 

Indianapolis . 1 

Jersey  City .  9 

Lawrence . . . 1 

Liverpool,  England .  1 
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Vols.  Pam.  Nos. 

Li  braries,  London,  Clerkenwell . __  1 

London,  Leyton  Urban .  1 

London,  St.  Martin's  in  the 

Fields . 1 

Lynn . 1 

Marlboro _ _ _ 1 

Manchester.. . 2 

Milwaukee . 2 

Minneapolis . . 3 

Natick,  Morse  Institute _  1 

Newark . 1 

New  Bedford .  1 

New  Haven . .  2 

Newton.. _ 1 

New  York  Maimonides . .  1 

New  York  State . .  ,  5 

North  Adams .  1 

Paterson . 1 

Pawtucket . .  1 

Peoria .  1 

Providence- .  1 

Rutland _ 1 

St.  Johnsbury . .  1 

St.  Joseph . .  1 

St.  Louis  Free . 1 

St.  Louis  Mercantile . .  1 

Salem . 1 

San  Francisco  Mercantile  ....  1 

San  Francisco  Public _  7 

Scranton . 2 

Springfield .  1 
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Vols.  Pam.  N  OS. 

Libraries,  Stirlings  and  Glasgow _  1 

Tynemouth,  North  Shields _  1 

Utica.. . .  1 

Waltham _ _ _  1 

Warren  County,  Illinois _  1 

Waterbury,  Bronson . .  1 

Wilmington  Institute _  1 

Woburn.. . . .  1 

Wilkesbarre,  Osterhout .  6 

Worcester . ...'. .  1 

Lowrey,  Miss  Lizzie  Y . . .  7  1  9 

Lyman,  Elias . . 10  23 

Lyman,  Miss  Florence . . . .  9 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology.  1 

Mechanics  and  Tradesmen's  Society, 

New  York . . 1  1 

Miner,  Mrs.  C.  E _ _  12 

Morrill,  Hon.  J.  S _ _  14  5 

Mount  Holyoke  College _  1 

Peake,  Miss  Annie .  2 

Peck,  J.  E _ 24  12 

Peirce,  A.  G... .  26  1  16 

Phelps,  E.  J .  1  19 

Proctor,  Hon.  Redfield _ _ _  5 

Raum,  G.  E _ 1  l 

Roberts,  Robert . 7  1 

Root,  A.  S.,  Oberlin  College _  1 

Russell,  Mrs.  M . 132  30  12 

Sheldon,  F.  S . .  . . . .  1 

Skillings,  D.  N__ .  1 

Smalley,  B.  B . 8  1 


FLETCHER  FREE  LIBRARY.  15 


Vols.  Pam.  Nos. 

Smithsonian  Institute _ 2  8 

Stacy,  Miss  Jennie . .  2  132 

Stone,  M.  H. . 1 

Taft,  E.  B _ _ 52 

Tennessee  Uni versi ty . 10 

Tulane  University . 1 

Turk,  Mrs.  B . 21 

United  States,  Dept,  of  Agriculture _  1  130 

Census  Bureau . 3 

Civil  Service . 2 

Interior  Department. .  55  2 

Interstate  Commerce _  1 

Labor  Bureau . 2 

State  Department _  11 

Supt.  of  Documents _  89  18 

War  Department .  1 

Patent  Office _  53 

University  of  Pennsylvania _  1 

U ni versity  of  V ermont _ 14 

Vermont  State . 13  12 

Wadleigh,  F.  A. . . . 1 

Wells,  Miss  M _ _ 1 

AVheeler,  Rev.  H.  L.._ . 8  44  1 

Wilbur,  Ralph _ 44 

Whitcomb,  H.  P._ . 1 
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The  Fletcher  Free  Library* 


Founded  in  1873,  by  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Fletcher  and  Miss 

Mary  M.  Fletcher. 


OFFICERS. 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  LIBRARY, 

HAMILTON  S.  PECK,  ^  officio, 
E.  J.  PHELPS, 

M.  H.  BUCKHAM, 

SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON, 

J.  ISHAM  BLISS. 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  FLETCHER  FUND, 

T.  E.  WALES, 

EDWARD  WELLS, 

JOEL  H.  GATES. 

LIBRARIAN, 

SARAH  C.  HA  GAR. 

ASSISTANT, 

LIZZIE  R.  MOORE. 

MESSENGER, 

GEORGE  HENDERSON. 

COMMITTEE  ON  LIBRARY  AFFAIRS, 

Alderman  JOHN  R.  KELLEY, 

“  O.  R.  MASON, 

“  J.  W.  GOO  DELL. 
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Twenty-third  Annual  Report  of  the  Fletcher 

Free  Library. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES. 

Burlington,  Yt.,  January  1,  1897. 

To  the  City  Council  of  Burlington  : 

Gentlemen  : — The  Trustees  of  the  Fletcher  Free  Library 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  reports  of  the  Librarian  and  Treasurer 
for  the  year  1896. 

Your  obedient  servants, 

The  Trustees. 

By  the  Secretary, 

J.  Isham  Bliss. 


REPORT  OF  LIBRARIAN. 

Burlington,  Yt.,  January  1,  1897. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Fletcher  Free  Library : 

Gentlemen  : — In  conformity  with  the  rules  of  the  Library, 
I  respectfully  submit  the  report  of  the  librarian  on  the  condi¬ 
tion  and  working  of  the  library  for  the  year  ending  Decem¬ 
ber  31st,  1S96,  being  the  twenty-third  annual  report  since  the 
organization  of  the  Library  and  the  twelfth  I  have  had  the 
privilege  of  laying  before  the  Trustees. 

The  statistics  of  Library  circulation,  gifts,  expenses,  etc., 
are  given  in  the  usual  appendices,  and  attention  is  called  in 
this  report  to  the  more  important  items. 


CITY  OF  BURLINGTON. 


5 


We  have  now  on  our  accession  catalogue  24,000  numbers, 
an  increase  of  624  volumes  during  the  year.  Of  these  105 
were  added  from  binding  periodicals,  16  of  which  were  gifts, 
— 14  were  gifts  of  volumes, — 33  were  bought  to  replace  books 
worn  out,  and  472  were  new  volumes.  Many  books,  gifts,  etc.? 

are  not  entered  in  this  catalogue  as  there  is  no  room  for  them 
on  the  shelves, — a  list  is  kept  of  them,  and  they  are  stored  in 

the  rooms  on  the  lower  floor. 

There  were  938  new  cards  issued,  an  increase  of  186  com¬ 
pared  with  last  year.  Again,  as  in  each  year  since  1889,  the 
cancelled  registration  of  cards  has  exceeded  the  number  issued 
to  new  applicants,  though  the  circulation  and  consultation  of 
books  in  the  library  continues  to  increase  rapidly. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  books  given  out  for  home 
use  has  been  larger  than  at  any  time  since  the  library  was 
founded,  the  circulation  having  more  than  doubled  since  1885. 
This  year  it  amounted  to  52,829,  in  1895  it  was  48,762,  show¬ 
ing  an  increase  of  4,067  in  the  last  year.  On  Saturday, 
March  21st,  412  books  were  given  out,  the  largest  number  in 
any  one  day.  The  smallest  circulation  was  68,  on  Friday, 
June  19tli,  the  day  of  the  graduating  exercises  of  the  High 
School.  Of  the  books  circulated,  36,363  were  classed  as  fiction 
and  books  for  the  young,  a  larger  proportion  than  usual,  but 
many  more  children  t?ke  books  from  the  Library,  and  of 
those  intended  for  the  young,  many  are  histories,  biographies, 
books  on  science,  all  classed  with  fiction.  The  increase  in  the 
circulation  is  the  more  gratifying  because  the  trustees  have 
carefully  avoided  purchasing  many  of  the  more  popular 
and  less  permanently  valuable  works  of  fiction,  “favorites  of  a 
day,”  much  in  demand  at  the  delivery  desk  because  frequently 
reviewed,  widely  advertised  and  much  discussed.  An  Ameri- 
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can  author,  as  popular  as  he  is  witty  and  wise,  says,  “The 
highways  of  literature  are  spread  over  with  the  shells  of  dead 
novels,  each  of  which  has  been  swallowed  at  a  mouthful  by 
the  public  and  is  done  with.” 

No  statistical  account  has  been  kept  of  the  number  of 
volumes  read  or  used  for  reference  in  the  Library,  but  this 
increases  more  rapidly  than  the  circulation  for  home  use. 
The  few  dictionaries  and  encyclopedias  for  which  we  can  find 
shelf  room  in  the  large  hall  are  kept  where  the  public  have 
free  access  to  them ;  if  the  visitors  need  any  further  assistance 
we  are  always  happy  to  aid  them  as  far  as  the  resources  of  our 
library  permit. 

The  demand  for  genealogical  books  has  greatly  increased, 
stimulated  by  the  establishment  of  societies  supposed  to  be 
composed  of  descendants  of  soldiers  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion  or  of  the  colonial  wars,  but  we  have  made  no  purchases 
in  that  line,  the  additions  have  all  been  gifts,  so  our  list  of 
such  books  is  small. 

There  has  been  a  constant  increase  in  the  use  of  works  on 
science,  religion  and  sociology.  The  popular  books  for  boys 
on  travel,  history  and  biography  are  seldom  allowed  to  remain 
long  on  the  shelves,  often  book  after  book  of  that  kind  is 
called  for  and  found  to  be  already  in  circulation. 

A  larger  number  of  books  was  distributed  to  the  schools 
than  last  year.  About  820  were  taken  out  by  the  teachers  for 
use  during  the  school  term.  Of  these  36  were  taken  at  the 
Main  Street  Grammar  School,  (Mrs.  Yilas),  620  by  four  of 
the  Intermediate  Schools,  and  124  by  three  of  the  Primary 
Schools,  the  remainder  by  the  High  School  and  the  other 
Grammar  Schools. 
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The  pupils  in  these  schools  take  out  many  hooks  from  the 
library  or  consult  reference  books  there  in  connection  with 
their  studies.  During  the  hours  of  the  day  when  the  scholars 
can  come  to  the  library,  the  librarians  are  often  busily  em¬ 
ployed  in  supplying  their  demand  for  references  to  aid  in 
preparing  essays  or  other  school  work. 

It  was  necessary  to  send  756  volumes  to  the  bindery. 
About  115  were  periodicals  and  new  books,  but  the  greater 
number  were  old  books  to  be  rebound.  As  the  circulation 
increases  and  the  popular  books  are  older,  they  will  wear  out 
and  must  be  rebound  or  replaced.  A  good  quality  of  work 
is  more  economical  in  the  end,  more  satisfactory,  both  in 
appearance  and  durability. 

The  friends  of  the  library  have  given  the  usual  number  of 
books  and  periodicals.  Especial  thanks  are  due  to  the  editors 
of  the  local  papers  for  gifts  of  their  daily  and  weekly  issues, 
and  for  the  readiness  with  which  they  have  given  place  in  their 
columns  for  lists  of  new  books  and  other  items  relating 
to  the  library. 

As  usual  our  appeal  is  for  more  room,  or  at  least  more 
shelf  room.  With  every  year  the  need  of  increase  of  the 
shelves  for  placing  the  books  becomes  more  pressing.  The 
necessity  of  storing  so  many  volumes  piled  up  in  the  lower 
rooms  increases  the  difficulty  of  prompt  and  efficient  service 
of  the  public.  At  some  hours  of  the  day  there  is  not  room  at 
the  reading  desks  for  those  who  wish  to  use  them  and  readers 
cannot  work  without  interfering  with  each  other. 

I  add  an  extract  slightly  altered  from  an  article  by  an 
experienced  and  successful  librarian  :  “The  books  to  begin 
the  Library  were  the  generous  gift  of  two  women  and  are 
absolutely  free  to  all  residents  of  our  city,  but  why  should 
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this  fact  keep  others  from  doing  anything  to  make  the  Library 
more  useful  or  more  beautiful,  or  why  their  wise  liberality 
should  prevent  others  from  following  their  example,  is  a 
problem.  Whatever  is  given  to  the  Library  is  for  the  benefit 
of  all.  The  Library’s  funds  are  not  inexhaustible ;  indeed 
they  do  not  furnish  the  income  annually  voted  by  many  small 
cities  in  other  states  for  the  support  of  their  libraries.  The 
fact  that  the  Library  bears  the  name  of  Fletcher  is  no  reason 
why  some  citizen  or  the  people  of  Burlington  should  not  take 
pride  in  adding  to  the  attractions  of  the  city  by  giving  a 
building  worthy  of  the  Library,  or  adding  to  its  treasures 
that  which  will  be  for  the  education  and  cultivation  of  the 
people  for  all  time.” 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Sarah  C.  Hagar, 

Librarian. 
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REPORT  OF  TREASURER. 


FLETCHER  FREE  LIBRARY,  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH 
S.  HUNTINGTON,  TREASURER. 


1896. 

January  1,  cash  from  account  1895 . - . $2,601  56 

semi-annual  interest  due  July  1 .  315  00 

fines  from  librarian .  260  00' 

interest  on  deposits .  58  61 


$3,235  IT 


CONTRA. 


January  1,  cash  to  new  account . . . $2,207  42 

cash  paid  for  books  and  periodi¬ 
cals . - .  1,027  75 - 

$3,235  17 


Attest : 


S.  Huntington,  Treasurer 

Fletcher  Free  Library. 


After  my  books  were  balanced  up  to  January  1st,  I  received 
$517  on  dog  tax  for  1896. 

January  6,  1897. 


Attest : 


S.  Huntington,  Treasurer 

Fletcher  Free  Library. 
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APPENDIX  A. 

LIBRARY  EXPENSES. 


Salaries,  Miss  Hagar . „ . . $  800  00 

Miss  Moore .  500  00 

Messenger . 144  00 

Binding . 373  05 

Coal  and  wood. . 109  25 

Gas . . . 100  67 

Printing,  cards . 64  00 

Awnings . 5  00 

Postage . 7  00 

Printing  report . 9  00 

W ater . . 20  50 

Gas  fixtures . 3  80 

Cleaning  library  and  furnace  room . 40  50 

Cover  paper . 27  00 

Stationery,  blank  books,  etc. . 25  50 

Express,  repairs,  incidentals . . . 8  71 


Total . . . . . $2,237  98 


APPENDIX  B. 

Circulation  for  1896. 

Fiction  and  Juveniles.  Total. 


January . . 

. . 3,409 

February . 

. 3,513 

March . . . 

. . 3,409 

April . 

. 3,012 

May _ ... 

. . 2,561 

June _ _ 

. . 2,463 

.5,099 

.5,243 

.4,904 

.4,375 

.3,971 

.3,445 
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July . 

. . 2,631 . 

_ .3,641 

August. . . . 

_ 2,861 _ 

. . 3,838 

September . . 

. .2,817 . 

_ 3,880 

October . 

. 3,286 . . 

. . 4,992 

November . . 

. 3,331 . . 

. 5,001 

December . 

. . 3,070 . 

. . --..4,440 

36,363 

52,829 

APPENDIX  C. 


Circulation  from  1875. 

Fiction  and  Juvenile.  Total. 


1875  (open  131  days).. 

_ 15,538 

1876 . .  . . . 

. 35,448 

1877 . . 

-...30,471---- 

_ 38,458 

1878--. . - . 

_ 25,186 _ 

_ 35,238 

1879 . 

_ 21,809 _ _ 

. 33,077 

1880. . 

_ 19,579-..- 

_ 29,432 

1881 . 

_ 19,212 _ 

_ 28,262 

1882 . 

_ 18,308-.-. 

. 26,438 

1883 . . . 

-...17,092.... 

. 25,576 

1884.-- . 

....15,027---- 

_ 20,173 

1885 . . 

_ 20,489--.. 

_ 29,475 

1886.. . 

-...27,337.--- 

. 37,753 

1887 . . 

_ 26,917.-.- 

_  37,933 

1888 . - 

_ 28,701  -... 

. 41,948 

1889. . . 

_ 29,032.... 

. . 43,464 

1890 . 

_ 30,303 _ 

. 45,828 

1891 . 

_ 30,983--.. 

_ 46,387 

1892---. . . . 

_ 31,599-..- 

_ 47,203 

1893 . . . 

_ 27,621.... 

_ 42,184 

1894 . . . 

_ 28,740-.-. 

.  ...-43,942 

1895 . 

_ 33,082-.-. 

_ 48,762 

1896 . 

_ 36,363 _ 

. . 52,829 
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APPENDIX  D. 

GIFTS  FOR  1896. 

Vols.  Pam.  Nos* 


Allen,  0.  E . . . 2 

American  Humane  Association _  2 

American  Museum  of  Natural  History..  2 

American  Unitarian  Association .  1 

Amherst  College .  2 

Anonymous  . .  2 

Armour  Institute . . . 1 

Benedict,  G.  G . . .  1 

Benton,  J.  H . .  1 

Burlington  Clipper,  weekly, 

“  Earth,  weekly, 


Free  Press,  daily  and  weekly, 
Independent,  weekly. 

News,  daily, 


Canfield,  T.  H .  1 

Cannon,  Le  Grand  B . - .  16 

Cooke,  J.  P .  1  1 

Crocker,  U.  H .  1 

Davis,  G.  E . . .  1 

Drew,  Miss  E . .  5 

Foster,  H.  S .  1 

Goodrich,  C.  M .  1 

Goodrich,  Prof.  J.  E .  1 

Goodyear,  Miss  A.  F .  1 

Green,  S.  S . . . 2 

Hagar,  K.  A . 1 

Hagar,  M.  L . . 13 

Hall,  Rt.  Rev.  A.  C.  A .  1 

Harvard  University .  2  1 
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Yols.  Pam.  Nos. 

Hastings,  Hugh . 1 

Henderson,  Mrs.  E._. . .  1 

Howson  and  Howson. . .  1 

Hunt,  L.  B .  1 

Hutchinson,  Miss  E .  31 

Indian  Rights  Association. . .  2 

Jones,  Mrs.  L.  R . .  1  2 

Koopman,  II.  L .  1 

Leach,  Mrs.  S.  S. .  72 

Leffingwell,  A . 1 

Libraries . . . . 

Baltimore,  Enoch  Pratt. .  1 

Bloomington, .  1 

Boston  Public .  6 

Brookline . 9 

Brooklyn. . .  4 

Butte.. . 1 

Cambridge, . . . 2 

Chicago, - - 1 

Cincinnati .  2 

Cleveland _  1 

Denver . 5 

Detroit . . 1 

Dover . 1 

Dundee  .  . . 1 

Everett . . 1 

Evanston . . . 1 

Glasgow,  Baillie’s  Institute  ..  1 

Gloversville . . .  1 

Grand  Rapids .  1 

Hartford . G 

Helena . . .  3 
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Vols.  Pam.  Nos. 

Libraries,  Hopedale .  1 

Indianapolis .  1 

Jersey  City . .  12 

Lawrence .  4 

Liverpool _ i 

London,  Clapham .  1 

Clerkenwell _  1 

Lynn . . 1 

Manchester . .  1 

Milwaukee . 1 

Minneapolis .  2 

Natick,  Morse  Institute _  1 

Newark . . . 1 

New  Bedford . 12 

Newberry .  1 

New  Haven . 7 

Newton . .  1 

New  York,  Aguilar .  1 

Free .  1 

Maimonides .  1 

Mechanics  and  Trades¬ 
men  .  1 

New  York,  State . 5 

North  Adams .  1 

Northampton,  Forbes .  1 

Ohio,  State .  1 

Paterson . 2 

Peoria  . .  1 

Plymouth,  England, .  1 

Poughkeepsie . 1 

Providence . 3 
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Libraries,  Rutland. . . . 

St.  Johnsbury . 

St.  Joseph . . . 

St.  Louis,  Free . 

St.  Louis,  Mercantile . 

Salem . . . 

San  Francisco,  Mercantile _ 

San  Francisco,  Public . 

Seattle . 

Scranton . . 

Shelburne . . 

Springfield . 

Stirlings  and  Glasgow . 

Syracuse,  Central . 

Tacoma . 

Warren  County,  Illinois _ 

Warwick . 

Wilmington  Institute . 

Woburn . 

Wilkesbarre,  Osterhout _ 

Worcester _ _ _ 

Lytle,  J.  G . . . 

McCormick,  C.  H _ _ 

McNamee,  J.  H.  H . . 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology.. 

Michigan  Trust  Co . . 

Morrill,  J.  S._. . . . 

National  Civil  Service . . . 

Olmstead,  Rev.  F.  W . 

Peake,  Miss  A . . . 


Yols.  Pam.  N  os. 
1 
1 

1 

o 

AJ 

2 

■  2 

1 

13 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

i 

12 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1  1 
8 

1 

5 

1 
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Yols.  Pam.  Nos. 

Phelps,  E.  J .  28  18  13 

Proctor,  Hon.  R . 1 

Reynolds,  W.  G . 1 

Roberts,  Miss  0.  M .  1  2 

Smith,  Miss  S . 1 

Tillingliast,  W.  H . . 1 

Tennessee  University  .  7 

Tulane  University .  1 

United  States  Dept.  Agriculture .  2  18 

(i  “  Education .  5  1 

“  “  Fish  Commission..  1 

“  Labor  Commission.  9  7 

“  “  Smithsonian  Insti¬ 
tution _ _  4  7 

“  “  Dept.  State... .  9 

“  “  Superintendent  of 

Documents _  125  75 

“  “  Dept.  War . .  3 

University  Cynic . . 10 

University  of  Pennsylvania .  1 

University  of  Vermont . 15 

Vermont  Congregational  Convention _  1 

Vermont  Bible  Society . 1 

Vermont  State  Library .  5  2 

Whaley,  Rev.  S _ _ 1 

Wheeler,  Rev.  H.  L . . .  2  11  1 

Woodhouse,  L.  E . . . .  26  •  48 
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The  Fletcher  Free  Library* 


Founded  in  1873,  by  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Fletcher  and  Miss 

Mary  M.  Fletcher. 


OFFICERS. 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  LIBRARY, 

HAMILTON  S.  PECK,  ex-officio , 
E.  J.  PHELPS, 

M.  H.  BUCKI1AM, 

SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON, 

J.  ISHAM  BLISS. 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  FLETCHER  FUND, 

T.  E.  WALES, 

EDWARD  WELLS, 

JOEL  H.  GATES. 

LIBRARIAN, 

SARAH  C.  HAGAR. 

ASSISTANT, 

LIZZIE  R.  MOORE. 

MESSENGER, 

GEORGE  HENDERSON. 

COMMITTEE  ON  LIBRARY  AFFAIRS, 

Alderman  O.  R.  MASON, 

“  GEORGE  D.  WRIGHT. 
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CITY  OF  BURLINGTON. 


Twenty-fourth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Fletcher  Free  Library. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES. 

Burlington,  Yt.,  January  1,  1898. 

To  the  City  Council  of  Burlington  : 

Gentlemen  : — The  Trustees  of  the  Fletcher  Free  Library 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  reports  of  the  Librarian  and  Treasurer 
for  the  year  1897. 

Your  obedient  servants, 

The  Trustees. 

By  the  Secretary, 

J.  Isham  Bliss. 


REPORT  OF  LIBRARIAN. 

Burlington,  Yt.,  January  1,  1898. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Fletcher  Free  Library : 

Gentlemen  : —The  Librarian’s  annual  report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31, 1897,  the  twenty-fourth  since  the  Library 
was  founded  and  the  thirteenth  I  have  laid  before  your 
Board,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  statistics  of  Library  circulation,  gifts,  expenses,  etc., 
are  given  in  the  usual  appendix  to  this  report. 

During  the  last  year  720  volumes  have  been  added  to 
the  catalogue  of  accessions,  making  the  whole  number  24,720. 
Of  these  112  were  bound  periodicals,  22  of  which  were  gifts, 
— 5 1  were  gifts  of  volumes, — 33  were  bought  to  replace  books 
lost  or  worn  out, — and  524  were  new  volumes.  This  does 
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not  include  all  the  volumes  added, — gifts,  periodicals,  etc.,  as 
for  want  of  place  on  the  shelves  a  number  have  to  be  stored 
in  the  rooms  on  the  lower  floor. 

There  were  778  cards  issued  to  new  applicants  for  the 
privilege  of  borrowing  books  from  the  Library,  160  less 
than  during  the  previous  year.  The  cancelled  registration 
of  cards  exceeds  the  number  of  new  ones  issued,  but  with  no 
corresponding  decrease  of  circulation. 

The  books  given  out  for  home  use  in  1897  numbered 
53,391,  an  increase  of  only  562  compared  with  1896.  Still 
since  the  Library  was  opened  the  circulation  has  never  been 
as  large  as  in  the  last  year.  In  the  months  of  August,  Sep¬ 
tember  and  October  fewer  books  were  taken  from  the  Library 
than  in  the  same  months  of  1896,  but  during  the  remainder  of 
the  year  there  was  a  slight  increase.  The  month  of  June 
showed  the  smallest  circulation,  3,450, — the  largest  was  in 
November,  when  there  was  a  record  of  5,376  books  issued. 
Of  the  books  circulated  37,198  are  classed  as  fiction  and  books 
for  the  young,  more  than  69  per  cent,  a  much  larger  propor¬ 
tion  than  usual,  partly  because  more  young  people  take  out 
books.  A  larger  number  of  volumes  were  taken  out  by  the 
teachers  for  use  in  the  schools  than  ever  before, — in  1895 
only  600  were  given  out  for  school  use, — in  1896  it  increased 
to  800, — in  1897  more  than  1,080  were  distributed  to  be  re¬ 
tained  during  the  ghost  term.  Of  these  about  680  were  sent 
to  the  Intermediate  Schools, — 230  to  the  Primary  Schools, — 
170  to  the  Grammar  Schools.  Others  were  taken  out  for  a 
shorter  time  for  class  use  in  the  more  advanced  schools  and  no 
special  account  kept  of  them.  Many  of  these  are  illustrated 
books,  or  large  engravings  of  cathedrals,  etc.,  mounted  on 
heavy  card  board ;  as  we  have  no  duplicates  of  them,  they 
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could  be  spared  but  a  week  or  two.  The  School  Board  also 
supplies  for  the  schools  a  number  of  books  for  “ supplement¬ 
ary  ’reading  ”  so  that  each  scholar  in  a  class  can  read  the  same 
book  at  the  same  time.  The  teachers  who  have  always  made 
the  greatest  use  of  books  from  the  Library  in  their  classes 
still  continue  to  do  so,  and  are  earnest  in  their  appreciation  of 
the  value  of  this  connection  between  the  Library  and  the 
schools  in  encouraging  a  love  of  reading  good  books,  and  in 
promoting  greater  interest  in  the  class  lessons.  Many  young 
people  also  come  to  the  Library  to  consult  books  on  topics 
connected  with  their  studies,  sometimes  nearly  every  chair  is 
occupied  by  them,  some  reading  books  and  magazines  for 
amusement,  others  consulting  books  of  reference  on  a  variety 
of  subjects.  It  is  pleasant  to  see  so  many  of  the  young 
taking  advantage  of  the  opportunity  for  reading  here,  but 
sometimes  at  night  there  is  difficulty  in  finding  a  quiet  place 
for  an  older  person  who  wishes  to  read  or  study  without  the 
interruption  of  the  noise  and  confusion  caused  by  many  boys 
constantly  entering  and  departing.  The  number  who  spend 
their  evenings  here  is  often  an  inconvenience,  but  it  is  better 
for  them  to  be  reading  in  the  Library  or  even  turning  over 
the  leaves  of  volumes  of  St.  Nicholas  for  the  pictures  than 
idling  or  roaming  the  streets.  No  effort  should  be  spared  to 
surround  these  young  people  with  some  little  opportunity  for 
culture  and  refining  influences. 

The  use  of  the  reading  room  increases  constantly;  the 
circulation  of  books  to  be  taken  from  the  Library  has  more 
than  doubled  in  a  few  years.  The  work  of  receiving  and  deliv¬ 
ering  these  books  at  the  loan  desk,  and  all  the  routine  work 
of  the  Library  has  to  be  done  in  the  one  room  for  reading  and 
the  accommodation  of  students.  The  shelf-room  there  is  so 
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limited  that  very  few  books  of  reference  can  be  kept  in  the 
reading  room  where  visitors  can  take  down  the  volumes  they 
wish  to  consult.  The  book-shelves  in  every  part  of  the  Li¬ 
brary  are  more  than  filled,  so  the  tops  of  the  cases  are  covered 
with  books  and  periodicals.  The  bound  volumes  of  newspa¬ 
pers,  patent  reports  and  other  books  in  constant  demand, 
have  to  be  stored  in  a  part  of  the  building  difficult  of  access, 
so  that  those  needing  to  consult  them  have  to  submit  to  much 
inconvenience.  At  a  busy  time  of  the  day  or  if  one  of  the 
librarians  is  absent,  it  is  impossible  to  leave  the  loan  desk  long 
enough  to  procure  such  volumes  when  required.  Many  others 
can  not  be  properly  arranged  for  want  of  room;  heavy  books 
have  to  be  kept  in  double  rows  on  shelves  reaching  to  the 
ceiling  of  a  high  room  in  the  lower  story.  Valuable  periodicals 
are  piled  up;  illustrated  books  on  art  are  stored  in  the  same 
way;  many  books  can  only  be  found  with  difficulty. 

Among  the  more  important  books  purchased  during  the 
year,  are  Johnson’s  Cyclopaedia,  8  vols.;  The  New  England 
States,  4  vols.;  5  additional  volumes  of  the  Dictionary  of 
National  Biography;  Life  of  Pusey,  4  vols.;  Life  of  Tenny¬ 
son,  2  vols.;  Sculptured  Tombs  of  Hellas,  and  The  Myce¬ 
naean  Age. 

A  larger  number  than  usual  of  attractive  books  for  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  duplicated,  selected  by  the  combined  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  teachers  and  librarian  for  use  in  the  schools.  The 
effect  has  been  valuable  in  stimulating  the  interest  of  teachers 
and  children  in  the  use  of  books  from  the  Library,  as  shown 
in  the  increased  numbers  given  out  for  the  schools. 

A  list  of  gifts  is  given  in  an  appendix  to  this  report.  Rev. 
J.  I.  Bliss  gave  fifteen  volumes  of  Littell’s  Living  Age.  Val¬ 
uable  periodicals  have  been  given,  as  usual,  by  Mrs.  C.  E. 
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Miner  and  Hon.  E.  B.  Taft.  We  are  indebted  to  the  local 
papers  for  gifts  of  their  daily  and  weekly  issues;  also  for  pub¬ 
lishing  lists  of  new  books,  and  other  items.  At  the  request  of 
a  friend  of  the  Library  the  publishers  of  the  Boston  Transcript 
have  added  their  useful  paper  to  our  files. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Sarah  C.  Hagar, 

Librarian. 


REPORT  OF  TREASURER. 


FLETCHER  FREE  LIBRARY  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH 


S.  HUNTINGTON,  TREASURER. 

1897. 

January  1.  Cash  from  account  1896 . . . $2,207  42 

Semi-annual  interest . .  315  00 

5.  Dog  tax  on  grand  list  1896. . .  517  00 

Books  lost  and  paid  for . .  5  34 

Fines  from  Librarians _ _ _ _  155  00 

Gift  from  Mrs.  T.  A.  Hopkins . .  15  00 

Dec.  31.  Semi-annual  interest . . .  315  00 

Dog  tax  on  list  1897 . . . .  594  40 

Interest _ _ _ _  6  45 


$4,130  61 

CONTRA. 


January  1.  Cash  paid  for  books  and  peri¬ 


odicals.. . . $  882  01 

Cash  to  new  account . .  3,248  60 

Attest : 


$4,130  61 


S.  Huntington,  Treasurer, 

Fletcher  Free  Library. 
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APPENDIX  A. 

LIBRARY  EXPENSES. 

Salaries,  Miss  Hagai- . . . . 

Miss  Moore _ 

Messenger _ _ _ _ 

Binding _ _ 

Coal  _ _ _ _ _ 

Gras _ _ 

Printing,  cards . . . . 

Printing  report _ _ 

Postage _ _ _ 

W  ater _ _ _ _ _ 

Gras  fixtures . . _ . . . 

Cleaning- . . . . . 

Cover  paper _ _ _ _ 

Stationery  _ _ _ _ 

Repairs,  awnings,  etc _ 

Incidentals _ _ _ 

Total _ _ _ 


$  800  00 
500  00 
144  00 
383  10 
132  33 
93  87 
53  50 
11  00 

15  00 
13  00 

3  80 
50  00 
17  40 
10  00 

16  35 
3  30 

$2,242  85 


APENDIX  B. 

Circulation  for  1897. 

Fiction  and  Juveniles. 

Total. 

January _ 

%* 

. . . . 3,528 _ 

....5,121 

February _ 

_ 3,461 _ _ _ 

_ 5,109 

March _ 

. . 3,821 . . 

_ 5,368 

April _ 

_ 3,168 . . . 

....4.472 

May _ _ 

_ 2,765 _ .... 

....4,004 

June _ 

_ _ 2,531 . . 

_ 3,450 

July . . 

_ 2,999 _ 

_ 3,961 

August.. . 

. . 2,618 _ 

....3,475 
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September. . . . .2,436 

October _ _ .3,024 

November . . .3,397 

December . . .3,450 

37,198 


.3,649 

.4,767 

.5,376 

.4,639 

53,391 


APPENDIX  C. 

Circulation  from  1875. 

Fiction  and  Juveniles.  Total. 

1875  (open  131  days) _ _ 15,538 

1876  _ 35,448 

1877  . . . . . 30,471 _ .38,458 

1878  _ ...25,186 _ 35,238 

1879  _ _ 21,809 _ 33,077 

1880  . . . . 19,579.  . . 29,432 

1881  _ _ 19,212 _ .28,262 

1882  . .18,308 _ 26,438 

1883. _ _ _ 17,092 _ 25,576 

1884  . . 15,027 _ 20,173 

1885  . .20,489 _ 29,475 

1886  . . . . 27,337 _ .37,753 

1887  . . . 26.917 _ 37,933 

1888  _ ..28,701 _ 41,948 

1889. . . . 29,032 . 43,464 

1890  _ _ _ 30,303 . 45,828 

1891  _ _ _ _ 30,983 _ 46,387 

1892. _ _ _ _ 31,599 _ 47,203 

1S93. . ...27,621 _ 42,184 

1894  . . . 28,740 _ 43,942 

1895  _ _ _ 33,082 _ 48,762 

1896  _ 36,363 . 52,829 

1897  . . 37,198.. . ..53,391 
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APPENDIX  D. 

GIFTS  FOR  1897. 

Vols.  Pam.  Nos. 

American  Arbitration  Conference . .  1 

American  Museum  of  Natural  History.  _  2 

Amherst  College _ _ 1 

Anonymous _  _ 2 

Armour  Institute . . 1 

Bigelow,  C.  H . . 1 

Bliss,  Rev.  J.  I . . . .  15 

Boston  Merchants  Association _ _• _  1 

Boston  Transcript,  daily . .  ..  315 

Brown  University _ . . _ _  2 

Burlington  School  of  Music.. . 1 

Burlington  Earth,  weekly . . . 

“  Free  Press,  daily  and  weekly 

News,  daily _ _ 

Chandler,  Miss  M.  R _ _  1 

Civil  Service,  Chicago _ _  1 

Civil  Service  Reform _ 3 

Clark,  B  . . . .  2 

Columbia  University . .  3 

Congregational  Convention,  Vermont. .  1 

Davis,  G.  E . 1 

Deberville,  F.  B . 1 

Drexel  Institute _ _  1 

Goodrich,  Prof.  J.  E . . . .  2  4  3 

Greenleaf,  Gen.  W.  L . . . .  9 

Hagar,  G.  I _ _ _ _ _ _ _  2 

Ilagar,  Miss  K.  A . . .  1 

Hardie,  J.  C.,  Washington . . .  1 

Harvard  University _ 1 
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Yols.  Pam.  Nos. 

Hawaiian  Islands . . ... .  1 

Hoar,  Hon.  George  F . ._ .  1 

Hobart,  Alvin . . . . . .  1 

Howard,  Mrs.  Guy.. . . . .  1 

Hubbell,  M.  G.,  Buffalo . . .  1 

Hunt,  L.  B.,  Fairfax . ... .  2 

Hutchinson,  M__ . . . .  50 

Indian  Rights  Association . 5 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission _  1 

Jones,  Mrs.  L.  B _ _  1  12 

Kingsland,  A.  B . . . .  3  2 

Land  of  Sunshine . . .  12 

Libraries,  Baltimore,  Enoch  Pratt .  1 

Barrow  in  Furness _  1 

Boston  Public . .  13 

Bowdoin  College. . 2 

Brookline . . . 5 

Brooklyn _ _  1 

Brooklyn,  Union  for  Christian 

Work . . 1 

Butte _ 1 

Cambridge . . 1 

Chicago,  Public. . . 1 

Chicago,  John  Crerar _  1 

Cincinnati _  1 

Clerkenwell,  London .  1 

Cleveland.. . 1 

Concord,  Mass _ _  1 

Concord,  N.  H. . . 1 

Dedham . 1 

New  York  State _ _  2  9 
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Yols.  Pam.  N  os. 

North  Adams .  1 

Northampton .  1 

Paterson  . . 6 

Peoria . .  1 

Philadelphia.. . —  4 

Plymouth,  England. .  1 

Poughkeepsie . . 1 

Pratt  Institute . .  2 

Providence .  1 

Randolph . . 1 

Rutland . . . 1 

St.  Louis,  Free .  1 

St.  Louis,  Mercantile . . .  1 

Salem .  __  2 

San  Francisco. .  14 

Seattle . 1 

Scranton . 1 

Shelburne . .  1 

Somerville .  1 

Southbridge . .  1 

Springfield . 1 

Stirling  and  Glasgow .  1 

Stratford,  England .  1 

Syracuse,  Central . 1 

Toronto . . . 1 

Warren  County,  Illinois .  3 

Warwick . . 1 

Denver . . 7 

Detroit . 1 

Dover . 1 

Evanston . . . .' _  1 
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Yols.  Pam.  Nos. 

Everett.. .  1 

Glasgow. . 1 

Grand  Kapids . 1 

Hartford . .  3 

Hopedale . 1 

Indianapolis _ _  1 

Iowa  Masonic . 1 

Jersey  City _ 9 

Lawrence . . . 5 

Liverpool . . 1 

Lynn . . 1 

Manchester,  N.  H. . . .  1 

Marlborough,  Mass . 1 

Minneapolis.. . 7 

Nashua . . 1 

Natick,  Morse  Institute _  1 

Newark _ 3 

New  Bedford . LI 

New  Haven.. . .  10 

Newton . 1 

New  York,  Aguilar _  1 

Free . . 1 

Maimonides _  1 

Mercantile . 1 

Mechanics  and  Trades¬ 
men  . 1 

Waterbury,  Bronson .  2 

Wilmington  Institute . .  2 

Wisconsin  Library  Commis?n,  l 

Wilkesbarre,  0 . 10 

Worcester . 1 
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Vols.  Pam.  Nos. 

Lyman,  Mrs.  Edward . . . .  1 

Lyman,  H.  H . . .  1 

Lytle,  J.  G . . .  1 

McCormick  Machine  Co .  1 

Massachusetts  Inst,  of  Technology .  1 

Mayor  of  Bath,  England . .  1 

Michigan  Trust  Co . . .  1 

Miner,  Mrs/C.  E .  12 

Morrill,  Hon.  J.  S _ _ _  4 

Mount  Holyoke  College _ _  1 

N.  E.  Anti-Vivisection  Society...  _  1  3 

Paradise  of  the  Pacific . . 12 

Parsons,  J.  R . .  1 

Peake,  Miss  A . . . .  4 

Pratt  Institute . . . 1 

Prentiss,  Dr.  C.  E. _ _ 1 

Roberts,  R . 75 

Rutland  R.  R . . 1 

Sheldon,  W.  J . 1 

Smiley,  A.  R _ 1 

Smith,  G.  D. . . . . .  1 

Smithsonian  Institute . . 2  11 

Southworth,  G.  E. . 1 

Taft,  E.  B . .  52 

Tennessee  University  Magazine _  10 

Thurston,  Lorin  A . . . 1 

United  States,  Civil  Service . .  2 

“  “  Education  Bureau .  2  3 

“  “  Labor  Bureau . .  3  7 

“  “  State  Department _ _  19 

'*  Supt.  of  Documents _  121  112 

“  “  War  Office . . .  3 
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University  Cynic . . 

University  of  Pennsylvania 

University  of  Vermont _ 

Vermont  Bible  Society.... 
Vermont  State  Library.... 

Vilas,  Mrs . . 

Ward,  J . . 

Ward,  F.  W. . . . 

Wells,  Miss  M . . 

Whalen,  Rev.  S . 

Wheeler,  Rev.  H.  L . 

Wires,  Miss . 

Winthrop,  R.  C . 

Yale  University . . 


Vols.  Pam.  Nos. 

10 

1 

2 

1 

17  16 

24 

1 

5 

7 


' 

y  p.; .  t  ^  *v  ’■ ..  ■  *.  .  y^'~  / 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
FLETCHER  FREE  LIBRARY, 


Report  of  the  Trwtees. 

Burlington;  Vt.,  January  i,  1899. 

To  the  City  Council  of  Burlington  : 

Gentlemen  Herewith  are  submitted  the  Reports  of 
the  Librarian  and  Treasurer  of  the  Fletcher  Free  Library  for 
the  year  1898. 

A  very  grave  question  of  duty  presents  itself  to  the  Trus¬ 
tees  of  the  Library — is  in  fact  always  before  them — the  ques¬ 
tion,  namely,  what,  in  discharge  of  their  trust,  they  ought  to 
do  with  the  collection  of  books  now  under  their  care,  and 
with  the  funds  at  their  disposal  for  the  purchase  of  new  books. 
A  considerable  portion  of  the  books  now  in  possession  of  the 
library  are  lost  to  use  for  lack  of  room  in  which  to  store  and 
handle  them  ;  many  valuable  works  are  undergoing  slow  but 
steady  destruction  from  heat  and  lack  of  proper  ventilation. 
To  purchase  new  books  is,  afteir  the  short  time  in  which  they 
figure  as  accessions,  to  condemn  them  to  some  obscure  corner 
or  back  tier  or  store-room  when  they  are  heard  of  no  more. 
For  instance,  two  most  interesting  collections  recently  pur¬ 
chased,  complete  sets  of  the  London  Punch  and  the  London 
Illustrated  News,  publications  which  are  treasures  of  art,  his¬ 
tory  and  life  during  the  last  half-century,  and  which  would 
be  in  constant  demand  if  they  were  accessible,  remain  un¬ 
packed  in  the  boxes  in  which  they  were  imported  for  lack  of 
room  in  which  to  shelve  and  use  them.  And  besides  all  this, 
the  library-room,  its  appointments  and  general  aspect  are 
discreditable,  not  to  say  disgraceful,  to  the  City  of  Burlington. 
We  never  think  of  taking  strangers  to  see  our  public  library. 
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We  should  not  enjoy  either  their  disdainful  comments,  or 
tlieir  significant  silence,  as  we  should  escort  them  up  those 
stairs  and  usher  them  into  that  room — which  we  will  not 
further  characterize. 

The  trustees  could  be  quite  patient  over  this  state  of 
things — as  they  have  long  been — if  they  could  see  any  proba¬ 
bility  of  relief  in  the  near  future.  But  it  is  as  plain  to  us  as 
to  all  other  citizens,  that  in  view  of  the  very  heavy  expendi¬ 
ture  incurred  for  the  High  school  building,  it  would  be  useless 
to  ask  the  city  to  undertake  the  erection  of  a  suitable  and 
creditable  building  for  the  library,  at  the  present  time,  and 
perhaps  not  for  some  time  to  come.  In  these  ciicumstances,  as 
we  have  said  above,  the  trustees  are  in  great  perplexity  as  to 
what  is  their  duty.  Among  the  plans  which  they  have 
seriously  considered  is,  first,  that  of  resigning  their  trust  and 
ceasing  to  be  any  longer  participants  in  a  condition  of  things 
so  discreditable  to  all  concerned  in  it  ;  secondly,  to  close  the 
library  and  force  the  city  to  find  some  way  of  fulfilling  its 
agreement  to  provide  suitable  accommodations  for  the  collec¬ 
tion  ;  thirdly,  to  box  up  the  largest  and  most  valuable  part  of 
the  library  and  store  it  in  a  place  of  safety  and  wait  for  future 
developments.  But  as  the  civic  pride,  which  we  share  with 
all  our  citizens,  makes  us  reluctant  to  adopt  any  one  of  these 
extreme  measures,  there  seems  to  be  nothing  left  for  us  but 
to  keep  up  the  appeal  which  we  have  made  for  many  years 
past ;  to  cry  aloud  and  spare  not,  to  compel  our  citizens  to 
share  the  chagrin  and  annoyance  and  vexation  which  we  con¬ 
tinually  suffer,  in  the  hope  that  sooner  or  later,  either  by  pri¬ 
vate  benevolence  or  by  public  burden  distributed  over  many 
years,  our  highly  valuable  Fletcher  collection  may  be  placed 
in  a  building  worthy  of  it  and  our  city. 

For  the  Trustees,  M.  H.  BUCKHAM,  President. 
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The  Fletcher  Fre?  Library. 


REPORT  OF  LIBRARIAN. 


Burlington,  Vt.,  January  i,  1899. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Fletcher  Free  Library  : 

Gentlemen  : — In  conformity  with  the  rules  of  the  Li¬ 
brary  I  respectfully  submit  the  report  of  the  librarian  on  the 
condition  and  working  of  the  library  for  the  year  ending  De¬ 
cember  31st,  1898,  being  the  twenty-fifth  annual  report  since 
the  organization  of  the  library,  and  the  fourteenth  I  have  had 
the  privilege  ol  laying  before  the  trustees. 

The  statistics  of  library  circulation,  gifts,  expenses  etc., 
are  given  in  the  usual  appendices,  and  attention  is  called  in 
this  report  to  the  more  important  items. 

We  have  now  on  our  accession  catalogue  25,350  numbers, 
an  increase  of  630  volumes  during  the  year.  Of  these  97  were 
added  from  binding  periodicals,  29  of  which  were  gifts — 31 
were  gifts  of  volumes — 88  were  bought  to  replace  books  worn 
out,  and  414  were  new  volumes.  Many  books,  gifts,  etc.,  are 
not  entered  in  this  catalogue  as  there  is  no  room  for  them  on 
the  shelves — a  list  is  kept  of  them,  and  they  are  stored  in 
rooms  on  the  lower  floor. 

There  were  698  cards  issued  to  new  applicants  for  the 
privilege  of  borrowing  books  from  the  library,  80  less  than 
last  year.  Again,  as  each  year  since  1889,  the  cards  can¬ 
celled  because  the  owners  were  no  longer  here,  have  exceeded 
the  number  issued  to  new  applicants. 
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The  number  of  books  given  out  for  home  use  was  52,456, 
935  less  than  in  1897.  Only  in  the  last  two  years,  1896  and 
1897,  has  the  circulation  been  as  large  as  this  year.  The 
largest  number  given  out  in  one  day  was  on  Saturday,  Febru¬ 
ary  19th,  when  41 1  books  were  loaned.  The  smallest  circu¬ 
lation  was  55  on  May  30th.  Of  the  books  circulated,  38,511 
were  classed  as  fiction  and  books  for  the  young,  a  larger  pro¬ 
portion  than  usual,  probably  because  more  children  now 
make  use  of  the  library  on  account  of  a  change  in  the  rules 
which  limit  the  age  at  which  books  may  be  obtained.  No 
account  is  kept  of  the  volumes  read  or  used  for  reference  in 
the  library,  but  this  has  rapidly  increased.  Often  during  the 
day  and  always  in  the  evening,  every  seat  at  the  desks  is  oc¬ 
cupied.  Many  are  reading  only  for  amusement,  but  some  are 
always  consulting  books  of  reference  and  are  engaged  in 
serious  study. 

About  900  books  were  given  out  by  the  teachers  for  use 
during  the  school  term.  Of  these  126  were  circulated,  at  the 
Main  Street  Grammar  school,  450  at  the  Intermediate  schools, 
281  at  three  of  the  Primary  schools  and  the  remainder  at  the 
other  Grammar  schools.  This  does  not  include  the  large 
number  of  volumes  borrowed  by  both  teachers  and  scholars 
for  short  periods,  nor  reference  books  consulted  in  connection 
with  their  studies. 

The  number  of  books  distributed  among  the  schools  was 
less  than  in  1897,  doubtless  owing  to  the  extensive  alterations 
in  one  of  the  school  buildings,  which  compelled  the  removal  of 
the  scholars  into  temporary  and  smaller  quarters,  where  the 
room  was  too  limited  for  the  convenient  use  and  circulation 
of  the  books. 

It  was  necessary  to  send  674  volumes  to  the  bindery.  Of 
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these,  97  were  new  periodicals,  but  the  greater  number  were 
old  books  to  be  rebound.  As  the  oldtjr  and  the  more  popular 
books  wear  out  with  much  use  and  some  careless  handling, 
they  have  to  be  rebound  or  replaced. 

Among  the  more  important  books  purchased  during  the 
year  are  the  latest  editions  of  the  following  :  International 
Cyclopaedia,  15  volumes;  Chambers’ Cyclopaedia,  9 volumes  ; 
also  Von  Sybel’s  Founding  of  the  German  Empire,  7  volumes  ; 
Traill’s  Social  England,  6  volumes;  Crutwell’s  Literary 
History  of  Early  Christianity,  2  volumes  ;  Bodley’s  France, 
2  volumes;  Webb’s  Industrial  Democracy,  2  volumes;  Colqu- 
houn’s  China  in  Transformation,  and  McCarthy’s  Life  of 
Gladstone.  I  can  add  perhaps  one  novel  of  importance,  Hel- 
beck  of  Bannisdale,  by  Mrs.  Humphrey  Ward.  Besides  the 
usual  valuable  government  publications  and  those  from  the 
Smithsonian  Institute,  interesting  reports  from  the  New  York 
State  Botanist  and  the  State  Historian  have  been  given  to  the 
library,  also  a  Memoir  of  Robert  C.  Winthrop  from  R.  C. 

'  Winthrop,  Jr.  ;  Aspects  of  the  Old  Testament  and  The 
Anglican  Reformation,  gifts  from  Rt.  Rev.  A.  C.  A.  Hall, 
Bishop  of  Vermont.  The  publishers  of  the  local  papers  con¬ 
tinue  to  give  their  daily  and  weekly  issues  and  are  always 
ready  to  give  place  in  their  columns  to  lists  of  new  books  or 
any  item  relating  to  the  library.  Other  friends  of  the  library 
have  given  the  usual  number  of  books  and  periodicals,  a  list 
of  them  is  printed  in  an  appendix  to  this  report. 

The  trustees  of  this  library  try  to  keep  the  additions  to 
our  collection  of  books  up  to  the  high  standard  maintained 
from  the  beginning  of  the  library.  They  endeavor  to  meet 
the  wants  of  the  general  reader,  and  at  the  same  time  not  to 
neglect  some  purchases  in  the  special  lines  of  scholars  and 
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investigators.  We  have  often  been  able  to  be  of  service  to 
the  professors  and  .students  of  the  university,  as  well  as  to  the 
other  educational  institutions  of  the  city. 

As  usual  we  make  an  appeal  for  more  shelf  room.  Valu¬ 
able  sets  of  books  remain  unpacked  or  laid  in  piles  in  a  base¬ 
ment  room  for  want  of  any  place  whatever  to  bestow  them  in 
the  library  room.  Our  available  shelves  are  all  more  than 
filled.  Rows  of  books  stand  on  the  floor  or  in  the  window-seats 
exposed  to  dust  and  injury.  During  the  twenty-six  years 
that  the  present  library  building  has  been  occupied,  there  has 
always  been  a  hope  that  it  was  only  a  temporary  shelter. 
Probably  for  this  reason  the  city  authorities  do  not  wish  to 
incur  any  expense  for  even  the  most  necessary  accommoda¬ 
tion.  But  the  natural  growth  of  the  library  has  long  exceeded 
the  capacity  of  the  shelves. 

The  reading  room,  reference  room,  loan  desk  for  the  cir¬ 
culation  of  books,  all  are  in  one  common  library  hall.  In  the 
same  place  all  the  writing,  receiving  books  from  the  book¬ 
seller  or  binder,  mending,  cleaning,  pasting,  all  the  routine 
work  of  the  library  has  to  be  done  amid  a  confused  coming 
and  going.  The  reading  table  is  often  crowded  with  boys,  so 
that  those  wishing  to  consult  reference  books  or  study  must 
be  annoyed  by  the  noise  and  confusion. 

Many  libraries  are  trying  to  improve  the  character  of  their 
circulation  by  allowing  two  books  on  a  card,  only  one  of  which 
can  belong  to  the  department  of  fiction.  Others  give  two 
cards  of  different  colors  to  any  one  who  wishes,  one  of  which 
can  never  be  used  for  novels  or  stories,  on  the  other  either 
fiction  or  more  .serious  books  can  be  taken.  All  the  librarians 
who  have  tried  either  of  these  plans  say  that  “a  manifest  im¬ 
provement  took  place  at  once  in  the  character  of  the  circula- 
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tion.  The  higher  grade  of  books  wjere  retained  longer  for 
careful  reading,  the  change  was  a  complete  success,  and  in¬ 
creased  greatly  the  influence  of  the  library.  There  was  no 
trouble  or  confusion  in  putting  the  plan  in  practice.  No 
library  that  gives  it  a  fair  trial  will  go  back  to  the  plan  of 
‘one  card  one  book.’  ” 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Sarah  C.  Hagar,  Librarian. 


REPORT  OF  TREASURER. 


FLETCHER  FREE  LIBRARY  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH 


S.  HUNTINGTON,  TREASURER. 

1898.  Amount  Cash  on  hand - $  3,248  60 

January  1.  Semi-annual  interest  due  Jan.  1.  ’98  315  00 

July  4.  Semi-annual  interest  due  July  1,  ’98  315  00 

Dec.  19.  Dog  tax  on  grand  list  1898 -  451  50 

1899. 

January  4.  Semi-annual  interest  due  Jan.  1,  ’99  315  00 

Books  lost  and  paid  for -  3  00 

Fines  for  1898 -  140  00 

Interest  account -  205  06 

$4,973  16 

CONTRA. 


Cash  to  new  account - $  3,814  23 

Paid  for  books  and 

periodicals -  1 , 134  44 

Paid  freight  from  London  24  49 

- -  $  4,973  16 


Attest : 


S.  Huntington,  Treasurer. 
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APPENDIX  A. 

LIBRARY  EXPENSES. 

Salaries,  Miss  Hagar - 

Miss  Moore - 

Messenger - 

Binding - 

Coal  and  wood - 

Gas _ 

Printing,  cards,  etc - 

Printing  report - 

Postage - 

Water - 

Cleaning - 

Awnings - 

Repairs,  etc - 


800  00 
500  00 
144  00 

309  95 
136  25 
90  30 

74  85 

1 1  00 

12  00 

7  50 
73  00 

6  50 

8  15 


Total 


2,173  50 


APPENDIX  B, 

Circulation  for  1898. 

*  * 

Fiction  and  Juveniles. 

Total. 

January  _  . 

- 3,574 - 

5  >  *  6 1 

February  _  . 

- 3,783 - 

- 5.369 

March-  - 

- 3,762 - 

- 4,982 

April 

- 3,165 - 

- 4,391 

May 

2,663 

- 3,793 

June 

- 2,741 - 

— 3,463 

July - 

- -2,893 - 

- 3,605 

August 

2,907 

- 3,821 

September 

- 2,583 - 

- 3,661 
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October - 3,405 - 

November - - - 3,778 - 

December - 3,257 - 

38,511 


APPENDIX  C 

Circulation  from  1875. 

Fiction  and  Juveniles. 


1875  (open  1 31  days) 

1876- 

1877 - 

—  30,47 1 

1878  _ 

—  25,186 

1879 - 

21,809 

1880  _  _ 

—  19,579 

1881  _ _  _ 

19,212 

1882  - 

-  18,308 

1883 - 

— 17,092 

1884 

- 15,027 

1885 - 

20,489 

1886  -  . 

—  27,337 

1887  _ 

—  26,917 

1888 _ 

28,701 

1889  _ 

—  29,032 

1890 

—  30,303 

1891 

—  30,983 

1892 

-  —  3D599 

1893  -  -  - 

27,621 

1894 - - - 

—  28,740 

i895 

33,082 

1896 

-  36,363 

-4,7I5 

-5,215 

-4,280 

52,456 


Total. 

-15,538 

-35,448 

-38,458 

-35,238 

-33,077 

-29,432 

-28,262 

-26,438 

-25,576 

-20,173 

-29,475 

-37,753 

-37,933 

-41,948 

-43,464 

-45,828 

-46,387 

-47>  203 
-42,184 

-43,942 

-48,762 

-52,829 
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1897  - 37^98 - 53>39i 

1898  - 38,511 - 52,456 


APPENDIX  D, 

GIFTS  FOR  1898. 

Vols.  Pam.  Nos. 

Adams  Mission -  1 

Allen,  C.  E _  2 

American  Arbitration  Conference -  1 

American  Museum  of  Natural  History  3 

Amherst  College - —  1 

Anonymous -  1  3 

Barnes,  W.  A _  1 

Bell,  A.  G _  1 

Bernhardt,  Prof.  W. -  1 

Boston  Transcript,  daily - 

Brownell,  Miss  S _  1 

Brown  University -  2 

Buckham,  M.  H.,  D.  D _  13 

Burlington  Earth,  weekly - 

“  .  Free  Press,  daily  and  weekly 

Newrs,  daily - 

California  University -  1 

Channing,  W . ,  Boston -  3 

Chase,  W.  G _  1 

Clarke,  A.,  Boston -  1 

Clayes,  Mrs.  S _  1 

Currier,  C.  G.,  New  York -  1 

Dartmouth  College -  2 

Dodge,  T.  H.,  Worcester -  1 
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Vol. 

Eldridge ,J.  W _  i 

Gallaher,  Jas.  E _  i 

Gallinger,  J.  H _ 

Girard  College -  i 

Goodrich,  Prof.  J.  E _ 

Green,  S.  S _ 

Greenleaf,  W.  F _  i 

Hagar,  Mrs.  G.  I _  2 

Hagar,  M.  E _  10 

Hagar,  M.  E - - - 

Hall,  Rt.  Rev.  A.  C.  A _  2 

Hanna,  H.  H _  1 

Harvard  University - 

Hastings,  H.,  Albany - -  1 

Hazelton,  S - 

Henderson,  Mrs.  E _  3 


Howard,  Gen.  O.  O _ 

Hunt,  L.  B _ 

Indian  Rights  Association - 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission -  1 

Kikewich,  G.  W. ,  Eondon - - 

Kimball,  R.  J.,  New  York _  1 

Rand  of  Sunshine - 


Ribraries,  Baltimore,  Enoch  Pratt - 

Boston  Public - 

Bowdoin  College - 

Brookline - 

Brooklyn - 

'Butte - 

Cambridge - 


Pam.  Nos. 


1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1  54 

9  22 

5 

1 


3 

40 


12 


3 


1 

1 

2 
2 

4 

2 

3 
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Vol.  Pam.  Nos. 

Chicago,  Armour  Institute-  *  1 

John  Crerar -  1 

Newberry - -  2 

Public -  1 

Cincinnati -  1 

Clapham -  2 

Concord,  Mass _  1 

Concord,  N.  H _  1 

Congressional -  1 

Dedham -  1 

Da}don -  1 

Denver -  1 

Detroit -  1 

Dover -  1 

Dundee - -  1 

Hamilton -  1 

Hartford - 1 —  8 

Helena -  2 

Hoboken -  2 . 

Hopedale -  1 

Iowa  Masonic -  4 

Jersey  City -  6 

Lawrence -  5 

Lynn -  1 

Manchester -  1 

Marlborough -  1 

Michigan  University -  1 

Milwaukee -  1 

Minneapolis -  4 

Nashua -  1 
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Vols.  Pam.  Nos. 

N  ewark -  i 

New  Bedford -  i 

New  Haven -  n 

Newton -  i 

New  York  Aguilar -  i 

Free -  i 

•  Mechanics  and 

Tradesmen -  i 

State  Library -  7  16 

North  Adams -  1 

Northampton  Public -  1 

Forbes -  1 

Omaha -  3 

Paterson - 1 

Philadelphia -  2 

Plymouth,  England -  1 

Poughkeepsie -  1 

Providence -  1 

Rutland -  1 

St.  Louis,  Free -  2 

Mercantile -  2 

St.  Martin’s  in  the  Fields, 

London -  1 

Salem -  3 

San  Francisco -  12 

Scranton -  1 

South  bridge -  1 

,  Stirling  and  Glasgow -  1 

Toronto -  2 

Warren  Co.,  Illinois -  1 
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Vols.  Pam.  Nos. 

Warwick -  i 

Waterburv,  Bronson -  i 

West  Ham,  England -  i 

Wilmington  Institute -  3 

Wilkesbarre -  12 

Woburn - -  1 

Worcester -  2 

Leipziger,  H.  M _ 1 

Michigan  Trust  Co _  1 

Miner,  Mrs.  C.  E _ -  12 

Morrill,  Hon.  J.  A _  13  55 

Mount  Holyoke -  1 

Murphy,  T.  S _  1 

Olmstead,  D.  H _  1 

Perkins,  Prof.  G.  H -  1 

Phelps,  E.  J -  1 

Pratt,  T.  S.  and  C.  S -  1 

Roberts.  R _  7 

Rowe,  D.  A. -  1 

Russell,  J _  10 

Sadler,  R.,  England -  4 

Smith,  G.  D.— -  52 

Schurman,  Pres.  Cornell -  1 

Smithsonian  Institute -  4  5 

Stoekwell,  T.  B.,  Rhode  Island -  1 

Stewart,  J.  F. ,  Chicago -  1 

Taft,  E.  B _  52 

Tennessee  University -  1  8 

Tonge,  T _  1 

Towle  Manufacturing  Co -  1 
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Vols.  Pam.  Nos. 

United  States  Civil  Service -  i 

Education  Bureau -  2'  1 

Labor  Bureau -  1  8 

State  Department - , -  18 

Supt.  of  Documents - 131  121 

War  Office -  2 

University  Cynic -  10 

University  of  Vermont -  2 

Vermont  State  Library -  6  2 

Van  Patten,  W.  J _ 1 

Venezuela  Legation -  1 

Wells  College -  1 

Wells,  Miss  M.  E.,  engravings - - -  30 

Wheeler,  Rev.  H.  L _  5 

Woodworth,  Mrs.  F _  12 

Wires,  Miss  Sarah  D _  1 


TWENTY-SIXTH 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OP  THE  #-3 


TRUSTEES 


OP  THE 


PLETCHER  PREE  LIBRARY, 


■ 
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FLETCHER  FREE  LIBRARY. 

Founded  in  1873,  by  Mrs*  Mary  L.  Fletcher  and  Miss  Mary 

M*  Fletcher* 


OFFICERS* 


trustees  of  the  LIBRARY, 
ROBERT  ROBERTS,  ex-officio , 

.  E.  J.  PHELPS, 

M.  H.  BUCKHAM, 

*SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON, 

J.  ISHAM  BLISS. 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  FLETCHER  FUND, 

T.  E.  WALES, 

EDWARD  WELLS, 

JOEL  H.  GATES. 

LIBRARIAN, 

SARAH  C.  HAGAR. 

ASSISTANT, 

LIZZIE  R.  MOORE. 

MESSENGER, 

GEORGE  HENDERSON. 

COMMITTEE  ON  LIBRARY  AFFAIRS, 

Alderman  FRANK  O.  SINCLAIR, 

“  GEORGE  G.  MUNSON, 

“  CHAUNCEY  W.  BROWNELL. 


*Deceased. 


4 


CITY  OF  BURLINGTON. 


The  Fletcher  Free  Library. 


REPORT  OF  LIBRARIAN. 


Burlington,  Vt.,  January  2,  1900. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Fletcher  Free  Library  : 

My  usual  report  must  begin  with  a  sorrowful  mention  of 
the  death  of  Mr.  Samuel  Huntington,  who  was  associated 
with  this  Library  from  the  first,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  His  regular  and  conscientious  discharge  of  his 
duties  to  the  Library,  his  practical  good  sense,  as  shown  in 
every  detail  of  the  work,  his  helpful  consideration  of,  and 
unvarying  kindness  to  the  Librarians,  made  his  loss  a  per¬ 
sonal  grief,  while  the  whole  community  mourned,  remem¬ 
bering  with  respect  his  earnest  religious  feeling,  his  devo¬ 
tion  to  duty,  his  justice  and  fidelity  in  every  relation  of  life. 

The  Librarian’s  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  De¬ 
cember  31 , 1899,  the  26th  report  since  the  organization  of 
the  Library,  and  the  15th  I  have  had  the  honor  of  laying 
before  your  board,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

During  the  last  year,  760  volumes  have  been  added  to 
the  catalogue  of  accessions,  making  the  number  so  entered 
26,120.  Of  these  102  were  added  from  binding  periodicals, 
(24  of  which  were  gifts,)  32  were  gifts  of  volumes,  142  were 
bought  to  replace  those  worn  out,  and  484  were  new  books. 
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There  were  721  cards  issued  to  new  applicants  for  the 
privilege  of  borrowing  books  from  the  Library,  23  more 
than  last  year.  Again,  as  in  each  year  since  1889,  the  cards 
cancelled,  because  the  owners  are  no  longer  residents  of 
Burlington,  have  exceeded  the  number  of  new  ones  taken 
out.  It  has  been  thought  necessary  to  take  up  the  cards  and 
refuse  books  to  ten  persons,  who  retained  the  volumes  taken 
from  the  Library  for  long  periods,  paid  no  attention  to  postal 
cards,  obliged  a  messenger  to  make  repeated  visits  before 
giving  up  the  books  to  him,  and  refused  to  pay  the  fines 
they  owed. 

The  books  given  out  for  home  use  numbered  52,005,  a 
decrease  of  451,  compared  with  1898,  when  the  circulation 
amounted  to  52,456.  The  month  of  June  showed  the  small¬ 
est  circulation,  3,260, — the  largest  was  in  February,  when 
there  was  a  record  of  5,080  books  issued.  The  largest  num¬ 
ber  given  out  in  one  day  was  on  Saturday,  February  iith, 
when  398  books  were  loaned.  The  smallest  circulation  was 
52  on  Thursday,  June  15th,  with  the  exception  of  Tuesday, 
July  4th,  when  the  Library  was  open  a  short  time,  33  books 
were  given  out.  Of  the  books  circulated  38,329  were  classed 
as  fiction  and  books  for  the  young,  182  less  than  last  year. 
The  use  of  books  for  reference  or  study  in  the  Library  in¬ 
creases,  though  no  record  has  been  kept  of  volumes  or  peri¬ 
odicals  read  there.  The  statement  of  money  paid  to  the 
Librarian,  ready  to.be  accounted  for  to  the  Treasurer  is  as 


follows: 

Amount  received  from  fines . $165  00 

Contributed  by  Mrs.  T.  A.  Hopkins . .  15  00 

Books  lost  and  paid  for . .  5  75 

Duplicate  book  sold .  . .  2  00 

$187  75 
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Among  the  more  important  books  purchased  during  the 
year,  are  Ripley’s  Races  of  Europe;  Seignobos,  Political 
History  of  Europe  since  1814;  Armstrong’s  Gainsborough; 
Muntz’s  Leonardo  da  Vinci  ;  Willard’s  Modern  Italian  Art  ; 
The  Art  Life  of  William  Morris  Hunt;  and  Modern  French 
Artists  by  American  Artists. 

A  list  of  gifts  is  given  in  an  appendix  to  this  report. 
Rev.  Dr.  J.  I.  Bliss  supplies  the  numbers  of  Littell’s  Living 
Age.  Rev.  H.  L.  Wheeler  gave  many  volumes  and  period¬ 
icals,  among  others  14  volumes  of  the  Eclectic  Magazine, 
completing  our  files  to  December  1899,  valuable  periodicals 
are  given  as  usual  by  Mrs,  C.  E.  Miner  and  Hon.  E.  B.  Taft. 
The  publishers  of  the  Boston  Transcript  add  their  useful 
paper  to  our  files,  the  local  papers  give  their  daily  and 
weekly  issues,  and  also  publish  our  lists  of  new  books.  The 
editors  of  the  University  and  High  school  magazines  send 
us  their  publications.  All  of  these,  and  many  more,  are 
gratefully  acknowledged. 

The  system  of  distributing  books  through  the  schools, 
in  use  for  more  than  twenty  years,  has  been  continued. 
About  1000  volumes  were  taken  out  by  the  teachers  in  the 
public  schools  to  retain  during  a  school  term.  Of  these  400 
were  sent  to  the  Intermediate  schools — 223  to  the  Primary 
schools, — 2 13  to  the  Grammar  schools, — the  remainder  to 
the  High  school.  No  special  account  has  been  kept  of 
many  volumes  taken  out  for  school  use  by  teachers  in  the 
more  advanced  schools,  and  kept  by  them  for  less  time  than 
a  term.  Nor  is  there  any  particular  mention  of  the  large 
number  taken  directly  from  the  Library  by  the  scholars,  or 
consulted  by  them  there,  for  references  in  their  school 
work.  When  school  days  are  ended,  teachers  and  librarians 
having  aided  the  pupils  in  their  daily  studies,  the  time  ar- 
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rives  when  a  free  Library  can  do  its  best  work  for  those 
who  have  acquired  the  outlines  of  literature  with  some 
knowledge  of  great  writers,  great  events  of  history,  great 
truths  of  science,  through  their  required  work.  Then  the 
wise  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  Library  will  lead  to  the  best 
results  of  education  by  aiding  them  to  acquire  new  stores  of 
information,  and  to  find  pleasure  in  elevating  literature. 

The  Library  aims  to  co-operate  not  only  with  the 
schools  but  with  other  efforts  for  improvement.  The  differ¬ 
ent  clubs  of  the  city  make  large  demands  on  its  resources  for 
their  researches  in  sociology,  history,  literature  and  the  fine 
arts.  It  is  always  a  pleasure  to  aid  in  such  systematic 
studies,  and  to  know  that  the  more  serious  books  on  these 
topics  will  be  in  immediate  and  constant  demand.  On  a 
shelf  beside  the  loan  desk  are  kept  a  collection  of  the  new¬ 
est  and  best  books,  not  fiction.  Many  readers  enjoy  choos¬ 
ing  their  books  from  these  which  they  can  freely  examine. 
Even  readers  who  take  home  only  novels,  are  attracted  by 
these  books,  often  take  one  to  the  reading  desk  to  look  over 
and  read  there.  On  the  other  side  of  the  loan  desk  are 
placed  a  number  of  books  for  the  young,  carefully  selected 
and  also  not  stories.  Many  boys  turn  to  that  shelf  on  com¬ 
ing  in,  and  select  a  book  to  read  in  the  Library,  or  take 
home.  Most  boys  arc  eager  to  read  books  on  science,  his¬ 
tory  or  biography.  The  amount  of  reading  and  the  class  of 
books  read  by  the  young  show  that  the  Library  does  much 
for  them,  aided  by  their  teachers  who  encourage  them  to 
read  on  subjects  connected  with  their  studies.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  proportion  of  solid  reading  done  by  boys  is 
greater  than  that  by  adults. 

Often  every  seat  at  the  reading  desk  is  occupied  by 
boys,  many  reading  quietly,  but  there  is  a  class  who  never 
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take  books  home  or  read  in  the  Library,  they  only  turn  over 
the  leaves  of  any  book  or  magazine  they  take  up,  not  stop¬ 
ping  even  to  look  at  pictures,  spoil  everything  they  are  per¬ 
mitted  to  handle,  come  and  go  noisily,  congregate  at  the 
entrance,  in  the  long  hall  and  on  the  stairs,  where  they 
meddle  with  the  gas,  play  tricks  on  each  other,  and  smoke 
cigarettes.  Anything  that  can  keep  such  boys  from  the 
streets  and  bring  to  them  some  influence  for  good,  ought  to 
be  a  benefit  to  the  city.  But  the  benefit  to  the  community 
is  in  the  future,  and  the  annoyance  of  soiled  and  torn  books, 
of  noise  and  confusion  is  immediate.  “What  to  do  with 
the  boys”  is  a  question  I  often  ask  of  an}'  philanthropic  citi¬ 
zen  who  comes  to  the  Library. 

The  Library  reports  for  many  years  have  called  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  bad  conditions  in  which  the  Library  work  is 
done,  especially  to  the  lack  of  sufficient  shelf-room,  as  well 
as  to  bad  ventilation,  faulty  heating  arrangements,  and  de¬ 
ficient  lighting.  With  the  increasing  additions  of  books, 
the  want  of  proper  accommodation  for  placing  them  be¬ 
comes  more  serious  with  every  year,  and  the  discomfort  to 
the  public  of  the  crowded  unwholesome  room,  more  and 
more  apparent. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Sarah  C.  Hagar,  Librarian. 

APPENDIX  A. 

LIBRARY  KXPENSLS. 


Salaries,  Miss  Hagar .  $  800  00 

Miss  Moore .  500  00 

Messenger  .  143  96 

Binding .  361  68 

Coal  and  wood .  108  75 
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Gas  .  $104  77 

Printing,  cards,  etc .  63  95 

Printing  report . 13  20 

Postage .  11  00 

Water .  13  00 

Cleaning .  40  00 

Awnings  ....  .  5  00 

Repairs,  etc .  7  73 


Total . $  2,173  °4 


January  .  . 
February  . 
March  .  .  . 
April  .... 
May ....  . 

June . 

July  .... 
August  .  . 
September 
October  .  . 
November 
December 


APPENDIX  B. 

Circulation  for  1899. 

Fiction  and  Juveniles.  Total. 

. 3»623 . 5. 011 

. 3.73i . 5,080 

. 3. 826 . 5.°°7 

. 3.294 . 4,543 

. 2,879 . .  .  4,052 

. 2,498 . 3,260 

- - 2,926 . 3,700 

. 2,669 . 3,540 

. 2,957 . 4,n7 

. 3,001 . 4,287 

. 3,556 . 4»968 

. 3,375 . 4,44° 


38,329  52,005 
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APPENDIX  C 

Circulation  from  1875. 

Fiction  and  Juveniles. 
1875  (open  13 1  days) . 


1876  . 

1877  . 3°,47 1  • 

1878  . 25,186. 

1879  . . . 2 1,809 . 

1880  . .  19.579  • 

1881  . 19,2 12  . 

1882  . 18,308 . 

1883  . 1 7,092  . 

1 884  . 15,02  7  . 

1885  . 20,489. 

1886  . 27,337. 

1887  . .  .  .  .  26,91 7 

1 888  . 28, 701 . 

1889  . 29,032 . 

i89Q . 3°>3°3  • 

1891  . 3°,983- 

1892  . 3r,599 

1893  . 27,621. 

1994  . 28,740 

1895  . 33, 082. 

1896  . 36,363 . 

1897  .  3  7>I98- 

1898  . 38,511- 

1899  . 38,329- 


Total. 

1 5 » 5  3  S 
35,448 

38,458 

35,238 

33,° 77 
29,432 
28,262 
26,438 

25,576 

20,173 

29,475 
3  7,753 

37,933 

41,948 

43,464 

45.828 

46,387 

47,203 

42,184 

43,942 
48, 762 

52.829 

53,39! 

52,456 

52,005 
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APPENDIX  D. 

GIFTS  FOR  1899. 

Yols.  Pam.  Nos. 

American  Arbitration  Conference  ....  1 

American  Museum  of  Natural  History  3 

Amherst  College .  1 

Anonymous .  12 

Baillange,  C.,  Quebec . 1 

Bennington  Monument  Association.  .  .  1 

Bliss,  Rev.  Dr.  J.  1 .  51 

Boston  Transcript,  daily . 

Burlington  Earth,  weekly . 

“  Free  Press, daily  and  weekly 

“  High  School  Register . 

“  Daily  News . 

Chicago  Banker .  12 

Christian  Science  Journal .  1  12 

Christian  Science  Sentinel .  52 

Civil  Service  Commission .  1 

Civil  Service  Reform  League .  2 

Colby,  Mrs.  C.  M .  22 

Criterion .  52 

Dartmouth  College .  2 

Davies,  Col.  J.  M.  .  1 

Davis,  George  E .  1 

Dexter,  M.,  Cincinnati .  1 

Drexel  Institute . .  .  1 

Goodrich,  Prof.  J.  E .  1 

Griswold,  Mrs.  C .  4 

Hagar,  Mrs.  G.  1 .  6 
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Yol . 


Hagar,  M.  h  . 

Hardie,  J.  C.,  Washington . 

Harrison,  C.  H.,  Chicago .  i 

Harvard  University .  i 

Hills,  W.  S.,  Boston . 

Howard,  Gen.  0.0 .  2 

Hunt,  Iy.  B.,  Fairfax . 

Indian  Rights  Association . 

Johnson,  H.  M.,  Washington .  1 


Band  of  Sunshine . 

Libraries,  Amherst  College . 

Baltimore,  Enoch  Pratt.  .  .  . 

Boston  Public . 

Bowdoin  College . 

Brookline . . . 

Brooklyn  Free .  1 

Brooklyn,  Union  for  Christ¬ 
ian  Work. . 

Buffalo . 

Burlington,  Iowa . 

Butte,  Mont . 

Cambridge . 

Chicago,  John  Crerar . 

Chicago,  Public . 

Cincinnati . 

Clapham . . . 

Concord,  Mass . 

Concord,  N.  H . . 

Congressional . . . 

Dedham . 

Dayton . . 


Pams. 

•  7 
1 

1 

1 

1 

o 


1 

1 

12 

2 

4 

2 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 
2 
1 

1 

2 
1 


Nos. 


1 2 
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Vols.  Pam.  Nos. 

Libraries,  Denver .  i 

Detroit .  i 

Dover  . . i 

Dundee  .  i 

Evanstown .  i 

Everett . i 

Glasgow,  Baillies  Institute  i 

Glasgow,  Stirlings  and  Glas¬ 
gow .  i 

Grand  Rapids .  i 

Hamilton . .  i 

Hartford . .  .  12 

Helena . .  ...  4 

Hoboken  . .  1 

Hopedale . 1 

Iowa  Masonic .  4 

Jersey  City . 7 

Lawrence . 5 

Liverpool .  1 

Lynn .  1 

Manchester,  N.  H. .  1 

Manchester,  Vt. . .  1 

Marlborough .  1 

Michigan  University .  1 

Milwaukee . .  1 

Minneapolis .  2 

Nashua .  1 

Natick,  Morse  Institute ...  .  1  . 

Newark .  2 

New  Bedford .  5 
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Yol.  Pams. 


Libraries,  New  Brunswick .  i 

New  Haven . . .  7 

Newton .  1 

New  York  Aguilar .  1 

Free .  1 

Mechanics  and  Tradesmen.  1 

Mercantile .  1 

State  Library .  2  12 

North  Adams .  1 

Northampton  Public .  1 

Forbes .  1 

Oberlin  College . .  1 

Old  Orchard . .  1 

Omaha  .  .  .  . .  4 

Patterson .  . .  .  1 

Peoria .  1 

Philadelphia .  2 

Plymouth  England .  1 

Portland .  1 

Poughkeepsie. .  1 

Pratt  Institute. .  1 

Providence  Public .  5 

Providence  Athenaeum. ....  1 

Rutland .  1 

St.  Louis  Free .  2 

Mercantile . .  2 

St.  Martin’s  in  the  Fields, 

London .  1 

Salem .  3 

San  Francisco . 12 


Nos. 


% 
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Scranton  . 

Southbridge . 

Toronto . 

Yt.  Library  Commission.  .  . 

Warwick . 

Warren  Co.  Illinois .  . 

Waterbury,  Bronson . 

Watertown . 

Wilmington  Institute . 

Wilkesbarre . 

Wisconsin  State  Normal .  .  . 

Woburn . 

Worcester . 

Lyman,  Miss  F . 

Lytle,  J.  J.,  Pa . 

McDonald,  A.,  Washington . 

Manhattan  School  Board . . 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 

Melville,  G.  W.,  Washington . . 

Michigan  Trust  Co . . 

Minneapolis  Park  Commission . 

Paradise  of  the  Pacific . 

Peck,  Mrs.  J . . . 

Proctor,  Hon.  R . 

Richardson  Estate,  New  Hampshire.  . 

Reed,  G.  B.,  Boston . 

Richards,  S.  S . 

Russell,  J.  M . 

Roberts,  Miss  C.  E . . . 

Roosevelt  Hospital . 


Yol.  Pams. 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

4 

-7 

v) 

I 
I 
I  2 
[ 

1 

2 

4 

l 

1 

2 
I 

10 


I 

1 

2 


I 


IO 


I 


Nos. 


12 


IOO 
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Vol.  Pams.  Nos. 

Root,  S.  C .  . .  i 

Ross,  H.  H . 91 

Smithsonian  Institution .  4  9 

Taylor,  C.  F . 2 

Taft,  E.  B .  52 

Thompson,  Mrs.  M.  .  .  . .  25 

Townsend,  H.,  New  York .  1 

United  States,  Civil  Service .  1 

Education  Bureau .  1 

Eabor  Bureau .  ...  1  6 

State  Department.....  6  24 

Supt.  of  Documents.  .  .  125  120 

War  Office . 2  2 

University  of  Pennsylvania .  1 

University  of  Tennessee .  8 

Vemont  Bible  Society .  1 

Vermont  State  Eibrary .  12  24 

Walker,  Mrs.  C . . .  1 

Walker,  W.  P .  2 

Ward,  F.W .  48 

Ward,  J.,  New  York .  1 

Wells  College .  1 

Wells,  Miss  M.,  engravings . 

Wheeler,  Rev.  H.  E . .  20  55  433 

Wilbur,  E.  F .  1  433 

Woman’s  Journal . 
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Founded  in  1873,  by  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Fletcher  and  Miss  Mary 

M.  Fletcher. 


OFFICERS. 


TRUSTEES  OE  THE  EIBRARY, 

ROBERT  ROBERTS,  ex-officio , 

*E.  J.  PHELPS, 

M.  H.  BUCKHAM, 

HENRY  L.  WARD, 

J.  ISHAM  BLISS. 

TRUSTEES  OE  THE  EEETCHER  FUND, 

T.  E.  WALES, 

EDWARD  WELLS, 

JOEL  H.  GATES. 

EIBRARIAN, 

SARAH  C.  HAGAR. 

ASSISTANT, 

LIZZIE  R.  MOORE. 

MESSENGER, 

GEORGE  HENDERSON. 

COMMITTEE  ON  EIBRARY  AFFAIRS, 

Alderman  FRANK  O.  SINCLAIR, 

“  GEORGE  G.  MUNSON, 

“  CHAUNCEY  W.  BROWNELL, 


^Deceased. 
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The  Fletcher  Free  Library. 


REPORT  OF  LIBRARIAN. 


Burlington,  Vt.,  January  2,  1901. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Fletcher  Free  Library  : 

Again  my  report  begins  with  a  note  of  sorrow,  a  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  E.  J.  Phelps,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  from  the  foundation  of  the  Library. 
For  some  years  he  had  not  been  able  to  take  an  active  part 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Library  on  account  of  his  long  absences 
from  the  city  as  Minister  of  the  United  States  to  England, 
and  as  a  Professor  of  Law  at  Yale  University.  But  he  did 
not  withdraw  from  his  connection  with  the  management  of 
the  Library,  showing  a  continued  interest  in  its  progress 
when  in  the  city  by  visiting  the  Library  and  inquiring  as  to 
its  growth  and  usefulness.  In  England  as  in  this  country  he 
was  known  and  admired  as  a  man  of  brilliant  social  qualities, 
a  cultivated  scholar,  an  eminent  lawyer,  a  successful  diplo¬ 
matist  ;  while  those  who  knew  him  intimately,  found  him  a 
man  of  marked  individuality  and  valued  him  as  a  sincere  and 
constant  friend  whose  place  cannot  easily  be  filled. 

The  Librarian’s  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  De¬ 
cember  31,  1900,  the  twenty-seventh  report  since  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  the  Library  and  the  sixteenth  which  I  have  had  the 
privilege  of  laying  before  your  Board,  is  respectfully  submit¬ 
ted. 
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During  the  last  year,  640  volumes  have  been  added  to 
the  catalogue  of  accessions  and  the  shelf  list,  making  the 
number  so  entered  26,759.  Of  these  103  were  added  from 
binding  periodicals  (35  of  which  were  gifts),  59  were  gifts  of 
volumes,  87  were  bought  to  replace  those  worn  out,  and  424 
were  new  books.  This  does  not  include  a  number  of  gifts, 
government  documents,  etc,,  for  which  there  was  no  proper 
place  on  the  shelves.  A  list  of  these  is  kept,  and  they  are 
stored  for  reference  in  a  room  on  another  story.  The  year’s 
purchases  for  the  Library  do  not  include  anything  of  special 
importance,  yet  the  average  quality  is  quite  as  high  as  in 
former  years. 

There  were  552  cards  issued  to  applicants  for  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  borrowing  books  from  the  Library,  169  less  than  last 
year.  It  has  been  thought  necessary  to  take  away  the  cards 
from  and  refuse  books  to  several  persons,  who  retained 
volumes  from  the  Library  for  mouths,  or  injured  and  defaced 
them  and  refused  to  pay  the  fines  they  owed. 

The  books  given  out  for  home  use  numbered  49,433,  a 
decrease  of  2,572  compared  with  1899,  when  the  circulation 
amounted  to  52,005.  Of  the  books  circulated  36,864  were 
classed  as  fiction  and  books  for  the  young,  1,465  less  than 
last  year.  The  loss  in  circulation  can  be  accounted  for  in 
part  by  the  number  of  book  and  magazine  clubs  that  have 
been  formed  here  recently.  Some  persons  who  came  or  sent 
to  the  library  nearly  every  week  have  not  visited  it  this  year. 
A  new  book  every  week,  coming  regularly  without  even  the 
trouble  of  choosing  it,  supplies  their  wants  and  fills  their 
time  for  reading.  Some  of  the  literary  clubs  have  been  re¬ 
organized  on  a  different  plan,  not  calling  on  the  Library  for 
the  same  assistance  for  their  work.  The  foreign  news  has 
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been  of  an  exciting  nature,  and  many  have  interested  them¬ 
selves  chiefly  in  newspapers.  Those  who  had  friends  in 
China,  of  whose  fate  they  were  uncertain,  were  not  inclined 
to  read  for  recreation  or  to  desire  serious  study.  Many  find 
it  convenient  to  go  to  the  University  Library  for  their  read¬ 
ing,  and  come  to  this  Library  only  when  they  do  not  find 
their  wants  supplied  there.  Perhaps  also  a  smaller  number 
of  additions  to  the  Library  has  had  some  effect  in  lessening 
the  circulation. 

The  Library  has  kept  up  its  usual  close  connection  with 
the  public  schools  of  the  city.  A  number  of  duplicate  vol¬ 
umes  selected  by  teachers  and  librarian  are  sent  to  the 
schools  and  retained  a  school  term,  if  the  teacher  wishes. 
The  number  taken  depends  entirely  on  the  interest  and  en¬ 
thusiasm  of  the  teacher.  The  use  of  the  Library  by  the 
scholars  for  reference  work  and  study  of  subjects  allied  to 
their  lessons  is  large,  encouraged  by  the  teachers.  The  pupils 
find  that  there  is  a  relation  between  their  ordinary  textbooks 
and  literature,  and  are  also  learning  to  use  more  intelligently 
encyclopaedias  and  various  helps  to  research. 

The  demand  for  the  new  books  of  fiction  has  been  very 
great,  stimulated  by  clever  and  persistent  advertising,  by  ex¬ 
travagant  notices  in  periodicals,  and  a  kind  of  vogue  these 
stories  have  obtained.  It  would  be  impossible  to  satisfy  the 
demand  without  purchasing  a  great  number  of  duplicates  that 
another  year  would  see  useless  on  our  shelves.  Other  books 
on  current  topics  of  the  day  of  somewhat  transitory  nature 
must  be  supplied  in  some  measure  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
public.  But  as  one  experienced  librarian  has  said,  ‘‘The 
best  in  literature  is  none  too  good  for  the  poorest  mind.”  A 
large  part  of  our  purchases  have  always  been  useful  works  of 
history,  art,  science,  literature,  and  books  of  reference  that 
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will  always  be  available  to  those  who  really  seek  informa¬ 
tion. 

With  every  year  the  unsuitability  of  the  building  used  to 
store  the  library  books  increases.  Your  attention  has  often 
been  called  to  the  awkward,  inconvenient  entrance  and  stairs, 
the  shabby  library  room,  shelves  so  placed  as  not  to  be  well 
lighted  at  any  time,  the  gradual  injury  to  the  books,  the 
danger  from  fire,  the  heavy  reference  books  that  must  be 
piled  up  or  kept  in  double  rows  on  the  shelves,  the  reading 
room  which  is  no  reading  room  but  a  long  desk  crowded  at 
many  hours  of  the  day  and  always  noisy. 

In  every  report  the  need  of  additional  shelf-room  is  en¬ 
larged  upon.  With  every  year’s  accessions  the  need  be¬ 
comes  more  pressing.  We  are  hoping  for  some  shelves  in  a 
room  on  another  story,  that  is  not  now  occupied,  to  which  we 
can  remove  some  books  in  least  frequent  use.  The  incon¬ 
venience  of  leaving  the  library-room,  when  these  are  wanted, 
unlocking  doors,  keeping  applicants  waiting,  will  not  be  as 
great  as  the  present  crowded  condition  of  the  library,  with 
books  in  rows  on  the  floor  and  piled  up  in  the  window  seats. 

The  appendix  gives  a  list  of  those  who  have  given 
books  to  the  Library.  The  newspapers  of  the  city  give  us 
their  issues,  and  publish  gratuitously  lists  of  books.  The 
University  Cynic  and  High  School  Register  are  among  our 
gifts  F.  P.  Stearns  of  Massachusetts  and  Rev.  W.  E. 
Barton  of  Illinois  have  kindly  sent  some  of  their  interesting 
and  useful  publications.  All  of  these  and  many  more  are 
gratefully  acknowledged. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SARAH  C.  HAGAR, 

Librarian. 
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TRUSTEES  FLETCHER  FREE  LIBRARY, 

REPORT  OF  TREASURER. 

January,  1901. 

Balance  at  last  statement .  $3,698  86 

RECEIPTS. 

City  of  Burlington,  dog  tax  1899 .  576  90 

Sundry  items  accrued  interest .  271  05 

Trustee’s  permanent  fund  .  5  74  30 

Fees,  book  sales,  etc .  282  50 

$5>4°3  6 1 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Books,  periodicals,  etc .  $1,365  65 

Postage  and  revenue  stamps . 3  12 

Balance  .  4,034  84 

$5,403  61 

H.  L.  WARD, 

Treasurer  Trustees  Fletcher  Free  Library. 


APPENDIX  A, 

LIBRARY  EXPENSES'. 

Salaries,  Miss  Hagar .  $  800  00 

Miss  Moore  .  500  00 

Messenger . 144  00 

Binding .  372  21 

Coal  and  wood . . .  169  75 
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Gas. .  $95  65 

Printing  cards,  etc .  56  75 

Printing  report .  13  00 

Postage .  10  00 

Water .  12  34 

Cleaning  .  47  00 

Awnings  (new). .  51  00 

Repairs  . .  8  59 

Expressage .  3  15 

Incidentals .  1  75 

Insurance .  36  30 

Total. . $  2,321  49 


APPENDIX  B. 

Circulation  Jor  1900. 
Fiction  and  Juveniles. 


January . 3,566. 

February . 3,640 . 

March . 4,005. . 

April . 2,990 . 

May . 2,736. 

June  . 2,419. 

July  . . 2,820. 

August . 2,748. 

September . . 2,485  . 

October . 2,906. 

November  . .  3,278. 

December  . 3,271. 


Total. 

. 5,066 

• 5,°29 
•5,°78 
•4074 
• 3,83° 
•3,049 
.3,690 

•3,37o 
•3,321 
.  4,089 
.4,508 
•4,229 


36,864 


49,433 
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APPENDIX  C 


Give  relation  from  1875. 


Fiction  and  Juveniles. 


1875  (open  13 1  days) 

1876  . 

1877  .  • 

1878  . 

1879  . 

1880  . 

1881  . 

1882  . .  . 

1883  . 

1884  . 

1S85  . 


3°,47 1  • 
25,186 . 

2  1,809 . 

1 9 » 5  79  • 

19,212  . 
18,308 
17,092 . 

1 5  ^ 02  7  • 
20,489 . 


1886 

1887 

1 888 

1889 

1 890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 


27,337- 

26,917. 

28, 701 . 
29,032 . 

3°,3°3  • 

30,983  • 

3I>599  • 
27,621 . 

28, 740 . 
33,082 . 

36,363- 

37,198' 

38>511- 

38,329- 

36,864. 


Total. 

1 5 , 5  3  8 
35,448 

38,458 

35,238 

33,077 

29.432 

28,262 

26,438 

25,576 

20,173 

29,475 

37,753 

37,933 

41,948 

43,464 

45.828 

46,387 

47,203 

42,184 

43,942 
48, 762 

52.829 

53,39 1 
52,456 

52,005 

49.433 
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APPENDIX  D. 

GIFTS  FOR  1900. 

Yols.  Pam.  Nos. 

Acker,  Finley,  Philadelphia .  1 

Allen,  Charles  E.  .  j . , .  3 

Allerton,  S.‘ W.  Chicago .  1 

American  Union  League .  1  1 

American  Museum  of  Natural  History.  3 

Amherst  College .  2 

Anonymous .  2  1 

Balch,  T.  W.  Philadelphia .  1 

Barlow,  E.  M . 2 

Barlow,  Mrs.  E. .  84 

Barnes,  W.  A.  Boston .  1 

Barrett,  B.  S.,  one  globe . 

Barton,  W.  E.  Oak  Park ,  III. .  3 

Bliss,  Rev.  Dr.  J.  1 .  50 

Boston  Transcript,  daily .  1 

Bowdoin  College,  Me .  1 

Brown  University,  R.  I.  .  . .  1 

Bullfinch,  Miss  E.  S.  Cambridge ,  Mass,  1 
Burlington  Free  Press,  daily  and  weekly 

“  High  School  Register . 

“  Daily  News . 

Burnett  Co.,  Boston . . 1 

Chandler,  W.  E.  U.  S.  S .  2 

Chicago  Banker .  12 

Christian  Science  Journal . .  .  , . .  1  12 

Christian  Science  Sentinel .  52 

Civil  Service  Commission .  1 
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Clark,  Mrs.  H.  N. . , .  i 

Clay,  W.  W.  Chicago . . .  i 

Criterion .  12 

Craig,  A.  Chicago. .  1 

Cudmore,  P.  Faribault ,  Minn. .  1 

Daniels,  G.  H.  New  York . ' .  .  1 

Dartmouth  College,  N.  H., . . .  1 

Davis,  George  K. . 1 

Dean,  C.  S.  Malden ,  Mass .  1 

Englesby,  Mrs.  E.  B.  .  .  .  .  4 

Farmer,  J.  E.  Concord ,  N.  H. .  1 

Free  Eecture  corns.  NY. .  2 

Friends  of  Sociological  Study .  1 

Fullerton,  A.  N.  Y. .  1 

Georgia,  Experim  ent  Station .  2 

Goodrich,  Chauncey  M. . 3  2 

Goodrich,  Prof.  J.  E. .  3 

Goodwin,  J.  J.  Hartford ,  Conn .  1 

Harvard  University,  Cajnbridge ,  Mass •  •  •  1 

Hastings,  H.  Albany ,  N.  Y. . .  2 

Hunt,  E.  B.,  Fairfax,  Yt .  1 

Indian  Rights  Association .  2 

Ipswich  Historical  Society . 1 

Jones,  Prof.  E.  R .  2 

King,  Dr.  A.  F.  A .  1 

Eand  of  Sunshine .  12 

Eibraries,  Amherst  College  .  2 

Atlanta,  Carnegie . .  1 

Baltimore,  Enoch  Pratt .  1 

Bangor  .  1 

Boston  Public .  12 
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Libraries,  Bowdoin  College .  2 

Brooklyn  Free .  2 

Brooklyn  Union,  for  Chris¬ 
tian  Work .  1 

Buffalo .  1 

Cambridge .  1 

Chicago,  John  Crerar .  1 

Chicago  Public .  1 

Cincinnati. .  1 

Concord,  Mass .  1 

Concord,  N.H .  1 

Congressional  .  1  10 

Detroit .  1 

Dover .  1 

Evanstown . .  1 

Everett,  Parlin  Memorial.  .  .  1 

Glasgow,  Stirlings  and  Glas¬ 
gow  .  1 

Gloversville  .  1 

Grand  Rapids .  1 

Hamilton .  1 

Hartford .  3 

Harvard  University .  2 

Hoboken  .....  . .  1 

Hopedale .  1 

Iowa  Masonic .  4 

Indianapolis .  1 

Jersey  City .  5 

Jamestown,  Jas.  Prendergast  1 

Lawrence .  5 

Liverpool  .  1 
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Libraries,  Lynn .  i 

Manchester,  N.  H .  5 

Manchester,  Yt .  1 

Marlborough .  1 

Michigan  University .  1 

Milford,  N.  H .  1 

Milwaukee .  t 

Minneapolis .  3 

Newark .  1 

New  Bedford  .  7 

New  Brunswick.  .  .  . .  1 

New  Haven  .  14 

Newton .  1 

New  York,  Mechanics  and 

Tradesmen  .  1 

New  York,  Mercantile .  1 

“  Society .  1 

“  State  Library..  1  9 

North  Adams .  1 

Northampton  Public .  1 

Northampton,  Forbes .  1 

North  Easton .  1 

Norwich,  Ct.,  Otis .  1 

Oakland .  1 

Oberlin'College .  1 

Omaha .  10 

Patterson .  1 

Pawtucket . 1 

Peoria .  1 

Philadelphia,  Free .  1 

Philadelphia  City  Institute.  .  1 


FLETCHER  FREE  LIBRARY. 


15 


Libraries,  Pittsburg,  Carnegie .  i 

Plymouth,  England .  i 

Pratt  Institute .  2 

Providence,  Public .  10 

Providence,  Athenaeum ....  1 

Quincy,  Thomas  C .  1 

Rutland .  1 

St.  Albans .  1 

St.  Louis,  Free .  1 

St.  Louis,  Mercantile. .  1 

Salem .  3 

San  Francisco .  13 

Scranton .  .  1 

Seattle .  1 

University  of  Nebraska. ....  1 

Yt.  Library  Commission. ...  1 

Warwick .  1 

Warren  Co.,  Ill .  2 

Washington,  D.  C .  1 

Waterbury,  Bronson  .  1 

Watertown.. .  1 

West  Haven . 1 

Whitewater,  Normal  .  1 

Wilmington  Institute .  1 

Wilkesbarre,  Osterhout .  11 

Windsor .  1 

Woburn .  1 

Worcester .  1 

McFarland,  H.,  Concord ,  N.  H .  1 

McMillan,  J.,  U.  S.  S .  1 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  1 
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Michigan  Trust  Co .  2 

Middlebury  College .  1 

Minneapolis  Park  Commission .  1 

Mount  Holyoke  College .  .  1 

Murray,  T.  H.,  Woonsocket .  1 

Mutual  Life  Insurance,  N.  Y. .  1 

New  York  College  of  Forestry.  .  ...'.  1 

New  York  State  Historian  .  2 

New  York  State  University .  10 

Ohio  State  University .  1 

Perkins,  Prof.  G.  H .  2 

Russell,  J.  W.,  Estate  of .  .  . ' .  2 

Sadler,  R.,  England .  1 

Seward,  G.  E.,  N.  Y .  1 

Sheldon,  F.  M .  1 

Smithsonian  Institution .  3  2 

Stearns,  F.  P.,  Malden ,  Mass .  4 

Tennessee  University .  1 

Thompson,  Mrs.  M .  2 

Towle  Manufacturing  Co .  1 

True  American .  1 

Tuttle,  Miss  A.J.... . .37  1 

United  States — Civil  Service .  1 

Education  Bureau .  1 

Fish  Commission .  1 

Labor  Bureau .  6 

State  Department .  6  22 

Supt.  of  Documents  .  .  130  115 

University  of  Chicago .  1 

University  of  Illinois .  1 

University  of  Pennsylvania  .  1 
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Yandegrift  Land  Co .  1 

Vermont  Agricultural  Station .  27 

Vermont  Bible  Society  .  1 

Vermont  Library  Commission .  1 

Vermont  State .  1 

Ward,  F.  W .  14 

Wall  Street  Journal,  N.  V.  daily . 

Whitcomb,  W.  H.  S .  1 

Wilson,  Mrs.  M.  C.  C.,  Washington .  ...  1 

Wood,  H.,  Boston .  2 

Yale  University .  1 
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OFFICERS. 


TRUSTEES  OE  THE  LIBRARY. 

DONLY  C.  HAWLEY,  ex-officio , 

M.  H.  BUCKHAM,  D.  D.,  President. 

W.  J.  VAN  PATTEN, 

H.  L.  WARD, 

J.  ISHAM  BLISS,  D.  D.,  Secretary. 

trustees  oe  the  euetcher  eund. 

T.  E.  WALES, 

EDWARD  WELLS, 

JOEL  H.  GATES. 

LIBRARIAN. 

SARAH  C.  HAGAR. 

ASSISTANT. 

LIZZIE  R.  MOORE. 
messenger. 

ELMER  B.  RUSSELL. 
committee  on  library  aeeairs. 

Alderman  FRANK  O.  SINCLAIR, 

CHAUNCEY  W.  BROWNELL, 
GEORGE  Q.  STILES. 
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THE  FLETCHER  FREE  LIBRARY. 

REPORT  OF  LIBRARIAN. 


Burlington,  Vt.,  January  2,  1902. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Fletcher  Free  Library: 

The  Librarian's  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  De¬ 
cember  31,  1901,  the  twenty-eighth  report  since  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  library,  and  the  seventeeth  I  have  had  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  laying  before  your  Board,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  event  of  the  year  in  our  library  history  is  that  Mr. 
Carnegie,  whose  generosity  to  many  public  libraries  is  well 
known,  will  give  to  Burlington  $50,000  for  a  new  library 
building.  The  Trustees  will  no  doubt  in  due  time  express 
their  thanks  better  than  I  can  do,  but  no  one  but  a  librarian 
who  has  endured  for  years  the  inconveniences  of  the  old 
building,  can  understand  the  pleasure  and  gratitude  with  which 
we  look  forward  to  a  properly  constructed  library  building. 

In  Mr.  Eastman’s  helpful  lecture  on  libraries,  he  spoke 
of  the  essential  conditions  for  an  ideal  library.  “The  first 
purpose  of  the  building  is  of  course  to  preserve  the  books;  the 
next  consideration  is  so  to  locate  it  that  it  will  be  easy  of  ac¬ 
cess,  thus  making  the  books  easily  attainable  by  the  people. 
An  ideal  library  building  will  have  the  rooms  all  well  lighted, 
so  arranged  as  to  recpiire  as  few  attendants  as  possible,  and 
with  facility  of  access  to  every  department.” 

During  the  last  year  560  volumes  have  been  added  to  the 
catalogue  of  accessions,  and  the  shelf  list,  making  the  number 
so  entered  27,319.  Of  these  95  were  added  from  binding  peri- 
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odicals,  (31  of  which  were  gifts),  32  were  gifts  of  volumes, 
59  bought  to  replace  those  worn  out,  and  374  were  new  books. 
In  1900,  640  volumes  were  added  to  the  shelves,  80  more  than 
this  year.  There  were  484  cards  issued  to  applicants  for  the 
privilege  of  borrowing  books  from  the  library,  68  less  than 
last  year. 

The  books  given  out  for  home  use  numbered  43,802,  a  de¬ 
crease  of  5,631  compared  with  1900,  when  the  circulation 
amounted  to  49,433.  Of  the  books  circulated  33,293  were 
classed  as  fiction  and  books  for  the  young,  3,571  less  than  last 
year.  The  loss  in  circulation  can  be  accounted  for  in  part  by 
the  library  having  been  closed  for  a  month. 

The  system  of  distributing  books  through  the  schools,  in 
use  for  many  years,  has  been  continued.  The  teachers  who 
have  heretofore  made  the  most  use  of  books  from  the  library 
in  their  classes,  still  continue  to  do  so  and  appreciate  the  value 
of  taking  a  number  of  books  to  keep  during  a  school  term, 
thus  encouraging  the  love  of  good  reading,  and  especially  of 
such  books  as  will  aid  or  interest  the  scholars  in  their  lessons. 
One  teacher,  when  she  finds  we  have  new  books  that  might  be 
useful  to  her  scholars,  takes  the  trouble  to  read  them  herself, 
and  if  she  approves  of  them,  recommends  that  they  be  dupli¬ 
cated  for  the  use  of  the  schools.  I  might  relate  many  inci¬ 
dents  showing  how  useful  these  little  school  libraries  have 
been,  and  how  much  they  are  appreciated  by  teachers  and  pu¬ 
pils.  There  are  some  teachers  who  do  not  wish  tt>  be  bur¬ 
dened  with  this  additional  care,  added  to  their  busy  days, 
and  never  take  out  any  books  for  their  scholars.  But  there 
are  so  many  who  are  asking  for  more  books  on  the  subjects 
they  are  teaching,  that  it  has  taxed  our  resources  of  duplicates 
to  satisfy  them.  I  think  about  half  of  the  books  circulated 
from  the  library  are  taken  out  by  teachers  and  scholars. 

An  additional  number  of  shelves  in  rooms  in  another 
story  has  relieved  the  pressure  for  room  for  books,  so  that  for 
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the  present  they  are  not  piled  up  on  the  floor  in  the  alcoves,  and 
our  unbound  files  of  papers  and  magazines  are  no  longer  stored 
without  proper  order  in  any  nook  or  cranny  that  could  be 
found  to  receive  them.  But  this  relief  is  only  temporary.  We 
have  often  been  obliged  to  move  books  on  a  shelf  to  make 
room  for  additions,  confusing  the  classification  on  the 
shelves.  But  now  we  can  look  forward  to  a  spacious,  well  ar¬ 
ranged  library  building,  with  order  restored  to  cur  shelves,  and 
proper  care  for  our  valuable  books  of  reference. 

I  would  like  to  call  attention  to  the  fines,  imposed  for  the 
protection  of  the  library.  The  money  thus  obtained  is  ex¬ 
pended  to  increase  its  growth.  In  many  cases,  this  is  the  only 
expense  the  borrower  is  called  upon  to  meet,  and  this  only  be¬ 
cause  of  his  own  neglect;  it  should  be  paid  promptly  and 
cheerfully. 

Again  I  remind  friends  of  the  library  that  books  or  mag¬ 
azines  that  would  be  of  use  to  any  one  can  be  given  to  the 
library  and  so  have  their  usefulness  increased  many  times. 

A  list  of  gifts  is  given  in  an  appendix  to  this  report.  The 
University  Cynic  and  High  School  Register  continue  to  give 
us  their  numbers.  I  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  those  who 
have  given  books  and  periodicals,  especially  the  local  news¬ 
papers  for  their  issues,  and  for  their  kindness  in  giving  place 
in  their  columns  to^  lists  of  new  books,  and  other  items  of  inter¬ 
est  concerning  the  library. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SARAH  C.  HAGAR,  Librarian. 


APPENDIX  A. 

LIBRARY  EXPENSES. 


Salaries,  Miss  Hagar . $800  00 

Miss  Moore .  500  00 

Messenger .  144  00 
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Binding .  329  56 

Coal  and  wood .  162  25 

Moving  books .  100  00 

Gas .  94  79 

Printing  cards,  etc .  57  4° 

Printing  report .  12  00 

Postage . : .  •  10  00 

Water .  11  88 

1 

Cleaning .  30  80 

Awnings .  225 

Repairs  and  incidentals .  3  20 

Expressage .  2  55 


Total  . $2,260  68 


APPENDIX  B. 
Circulation  for  igoi. 


Fiction  and  Juveniles.  Total. 


January  . 

. 3.607 . 

. 4,767 

February . 

. 3.616 . 

. 4,977 

March  . 

. 4,065 . 

. 5,!89 

April . 

. 3,145 . 

. 4,364 

May  . 

.  2,692 . 

. 3,703 

June  . 

. 2,415 . 

. 2,974 

July  . 

. 2,836 . 

. 3,567 

August  . 

.  3.094 . 

. 3,748 

September . 

. 2,510 . 

•. . 3,356 

October  . 

.  1,354 . 

. 1,927 

November . 

. 1,298 . 

. 1,837 

December  . 

.  2,661 . 

. 3,593 

33.293 

44,002 
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APPENDIX  C. 


Circulation  from  1875. 


Fiction  and  Juveniles. 

Total. 

1875  (open  131 

days)  . 

. 15,538 

I876  . 

. 35,448 

1877  . 

•  3°, 4  71 . 

. 38,458 

I878  . 

.  25,186 . 

. 35,238 

1879  . 

.  21,809 . 

. 33,077 

l880  . 

•  19,579 . 

. 29,432 

l88l  . 

•  19,212 . 

1882  . 

•  18,308 . 

. 26,438 

1883  . 

•  i7,°92 . 

. 25,576 

I884  . 

•  15.027 . 

. 20,173 

1885  . 

.  20,489 . 

. 29,475 

1886  . 

•  27,337 . 

. 37,753 

1887  . 

•  26,917 . 

. 37,933 

1888  . 

.  28,701 . 

. 41,948 

I889  . 

•  29,032 . 

. 43,464 

I89O  . 

•  3°,3°3 . 

. 45,828 

I89I  . 

•  30,983 . 

. 46,387 

1892  . 

•  3F599 . 

. 47,203 

1893  . 

.  27,621 . 

. 42,184 

1894  . 

.  28,740 . 

. 43>942 

1895  . 

•  33.082 . 

. 48,762 

I896  . 

•  3*5,363 . 

. 52,829 

1897  . 

■  37,198 . 

. 53, 39 1 

I898  . 

•  38,511 . 

. 52,456 

1899  . 

•  38,329 . 

. 52,oo5 

1900  . 

•  36,864 . 

. 49,433 

1901  . 

•  33,293 . 

. 44,002 
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APPENDIX  D. 


GIFTS  FOR  19OI. 

Vols.  Pam.  Nos. 

American  Museum  of  Natural  History ....  1 

Amherst  College .  1 

Anonymous . .  5 

Barlow,  Miss  F .  51 

Balch,  T.  W.,  Philadelphia  .  1 

Benedict,  G.  G .  1 

Bliss,  Rev.  J.  1 .  12 

Brown,  C.  E.  W .  12 

Brown  University,  R.  I .  I 

Boston  Transcript,  daily . 

Burlington  Free  Press,  daily  and  weekly. .  . 

Burlington  Daily  News,  daily . 

Burlington  High  School  Register . 

Chicago  Banker .  12 

Christian  Science  Journal . 12 

Christian  Science  Sentinel  .  52 

Clark,  B .  13 

Clark,  C.  E.  P .  1 

Crockett,  W.  H . 1 

Cone,  Mrs.  Hartford ,  Vt .  2 

Chickering,  Mrs.  S.  H .  52 

Criterion .  12 

Dartmouth  College .  1 

♦  Davis,  G.  E.  . .  13 

Dewey,  M.  Albany  .  1 

Foote,  Mrs.  H.  N .  1 

Goodrich,  Prof.  J.  E .  2 

Green,  Jas.  Worcester .  1 

Green,  S.  S.  Worcester .  1 

Grinnell,  Dr.  A.  P . 1 
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Vols.  Pam.  Nos- 


Griswold,  Mrs.  C .  7 

Plarvard  University .  i  I 

Hastings,  H.  Albany,  N.  Y .  i 

Howe,  E.  F .  i 

Indian  Rights  Association  .  9 

Jerome,  Mrs.  E .  2 

Jillson,  F.  C.  Roxbury .  1 

Johnson  Book  Store,  Springfield ,  Mass. ...  1 

Jones,  Prof.  Lewis  R .  14 

Lake  Mohonk  Conference .  1 

Land  of  Sunshine .  12- 

Libraries,  Amherst  College .  2 

Atlanta,  Carnegie .  1 

Baltimore,  Enoch  Pratt  .  1 

Bangor  .  1 

Boston  Public .  14 

Bowdoin  College .  2 

Buffalo .  1 

Cambridge .  1 

Chicago,  John  Crerar .  1 

Chicago  Public .  1 

Cincinnati .  6 

Cleveland .  1 

Concord,  Mass .  1 

Concord,  N.  H .  1 

Congressional .  4  3 

Dayton . •  1 

Detroit .  1 

District  of  Columbia  . 1 

Dover .  1 

Dundee,  Scotland .  1 

Erie .  1 

Everett,  Parlin  Memorial .  1 
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Vols.  Pam.  Nos. 


Glasgow,  Stirlings  and  Glasgow,  i 

Grand  Rapids  .  i 

Hartford .  i 

Harvard  University  .  i 

Helena,  Montana .  i 

Hopedale .  i 

Iowa  Masonic .  i 

Indianapolis .  2 

Jersey  City .  6 

Keene  .  1 

Lawrence .  3 

Los  Angeles .  1 

Lyndon  .  1 

Lynn .  1 

McGill  University,  Medical  ...  1 

Malden .  1 

Manchester,  N.  H .  13 

Marlborough .  1 

Milwaukee .  1 

Minneapolis .  1 

Nashua .  1 

Natick .  1 

Newark .  11 

New  Bedford .  9 

New  Haven .  11 

New  Orleans,  Fisk .  1 

Newton .  1 

New  York,  Aquilar .  1 

New  York,  Free  Circulating.  .  1 

New  York,  Mechanics  and 

Tradesmen .  1 

New  York,  Mercantile .  1 

New  York  State  Library .  3 
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Vols.  Pam.  Nos. 

North  Adams .  i 

Northampton,  Forbes .  i 

Norwich,  Ct.,  Otis  .  4 

Oakland .  1 

Oberlin  College .  2 

Omaha .  5 

Paterson  .  1 

Pawtucket .  1 

Peoria  .  1 

Philadelphia,  Free .  1 

Philadelphia  City  Institute  ...  1 

Pittsburg,  Carnegie .  1 

Portland .  1 

Poughkeepsie,  Adriance .  1 

Pratt  Institute .  1 

Providence  Public .  1 

Providence  Athenaeum .  1 

Quincy,  Thomas  Crane  .  1 

St.  Louis  Mercantile  .  1 

Salem .  10 

« 

Springfield,  la .  1 

San  Francisco .  13 

Scranton .  1 

Southbridge .  1 

Tacoma .  1 

Toronto .  1 

University  of  Michigan  .  2 

Warren  Co.,  Ill .  4 

Waterbury,  Bronson .  1 

Wilmington  Institute .  1 

Wilkesbarre,  Osterhout .  11 

Windsor,  Vt .  1 

Woburn  .  1 

Worcester .  1 
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Vols.  Pam.  Nos. 

Lyman,  Miss  F .  i 

Michigan  Trust  Co .  i 

Minneapolis  Park  Commission  .  i 

Murray,  T.  H.  New  York .  n 

New  York  State  Library  .  7  5 

O’Neil,  D.  Boston .  1 

Pearse,  Miss  L .  3 

Phelps,  Mrs.  M.  PI .  i 

Roberts,  Miss  C.  M .  12 

Roberts,  Miss  M .  1 

Shanley,  H.  J .  5 

Sheldon,  G.  Boston .  1 

Sleeper,  O.  F.  Elizabeth ,  N.  J .  2 

Smith,  Mrs.  C.  P .  180 

Smith,  George  D .  261 

Tabor,  Miss .  2 

Smithsonian  Institute .  2  2 

United  States — Agriculture .  14 

Education .  1  4 

Labor .  5 

State .  17 

Supt.  of  Documents  ..  115  95 

University  of  Chicago .  1 

University  of  Pennsylvania .  1 

Vermont  Agricultural  Station .  1  6 

Vermont  Antiquarian  Society  .  1 

Vermont  Anti-Saloon  League  .  2 

Vermont  Bible  .Society .  1 

Vermont  Historical  Society .  1 

Wagner.  Dr.  H.  Denver .  3 

Wall  Street  Journal,  daily . 

Ward,  J.  New  York .  1 

Wheeler,  H.  O . 1 

Wilbur,  Lafayette .  1 

Women’s  Auxiliary  Civil  Service  Reform,  9 

Yale  University .  2 
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REPORT  OF  LIBRARIAN. 


Burlington,'  Vt.,  January  2,  1903. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Fletcher  Free  Library: 

The  Librarian’s  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 
1902,  the  twenty-ninth  report  since  the  organization  of  the  Library  and 
the  eighteenth  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  laying  before  your  Board, 
is  respectfully  submitted. 

Since  my  last  report  the  conditions  of  Mr.  Carnegie’s  proposal  to 
erect  a  new  Library  Building  have  been  fully  complied  with;  a  site  on 
land  already  the  property  of  the  city  and  in  a  central  and  accessible 
situation  has  been  chosen.  The  foundations  were  well  under  way 
when  the  extreme  cold  weather  made  it  necessary  to  postpone  further 
work  until  spring.  The  imperative  need  for  enlarged  quarters  and 
better  facilities  for  our  work  will  now  be  supplied,  and  we  look  for¬ 
ward  with  reasonable  certainty  to  having  the  Library  in  a  building 
well  lighted,  and  sufficiently  warmed,  properly  ventilated,  adapted  to 
its  steadily  increasing  requirements,  and  fire-proof,  a  safe  houseing  for 
valuable  material  which  will  be  useful  to  future  generations  and  almost 
impossible  to  duplicate. 

During  the  last  year  650  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  catalogue 
of  accessions  and  the  shelf  list,  making  the  number  so  entered  27,969. 
Of  these  107  were  added  from  binding  magazines  and  newspapers,  73 
were  gifts,  and  470  were  new  purchases.  In  1901,  560  volumes  were 
added  to  the  shelves,  and  in  1900,  640  additions  were  made.  These 
figures  do  not  include  all  the  volumes  received;  a  large  number  of 
books,  gifts,  periodicals,  etc.,  for  lack  of  room  on  the  shelves,  are  still 
stored  in  rooms  on  the  lower  floor.  No  important  books  of  reference 
have  been  added  to  the  Library  during  the  past  year,  but  many  at¬ 
tractive  biographies,  books  of  travel,  histories,  and  works  of  general 
literature  have  been  purchased.  It  has  not  seemed  best  to  supply  the 
great  demand  for  many  of  the  recent  works  of  fiction,  however,  few  of 
the  most  desirable  for  a  library  have  been  omitted  from  our  lists. 

There  were  319  new  cards  issued  to  applicants  for  the  privilege  of 
taking  books  from  the  Library,  165  less  than  last  year.  While  this 
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registration  is  smaller  in  number  than  in  previous  years,  it  is  more 
satisfactory  in  character.  The  small  boy  who  asked  for  a  card  and  a 
book  without  any  real  desire  for  reading  matter,  and  soon  returned  the 
card,  wanting  no  more  books,  no  longer  claims  so  much  of  our  time 
and  attention.  This  decrease  in  registration  leaves  nearly  9,000  per¬ 
sons  credited  with  cards,  a  large  number  for  a  city  of  about  19,000  in¬ 
habitants. 

The  books  given  out  for  home  use  numbered  42,834,  showing  a  de¬ 
crease  of  1,168  as  compared  with  the  circulation  of  1901,  when  it 
amounted  to  44,002.  The  circulation  of  fiction  and  books  for  the  young 
in  1901  was  33,293;  in  1902  it  amounts  to  31,330,  showing  a  decrease  of 
1,963;  this  proves  that  the  loss  in  circulation  has  fallen  entirely  within 
the  line  of  light  reading,  or  fiction.  We  have  not  attempted  to  furnish 
many  copies  of  new  novels  of  no  great  merit  or  permanent  value  but 
widely  advertised  and  much  over-rated.  This  policy  has  obliged  many 
to  buy  the  desired  books  or  obtain  them  from  book  clubs,  the  Book- 
Lover’s  Library,  and  similar  lending  libraries.  The  closing  of  the  Li¬ 
brary  last  year  for  a  month,  owing  to  an  epidemic,  also  led  many  to 
subscribe  to  these  lending  associations,  and  they  still  continue  to  pro¬ 
cure  books  in  that  way.  Not  quite  as  many  books  have  been  taken  out 
by  teachers  for  use  at  the  schools  as  in  former  years;  but  suggestions 
from  the  teachers  still  send  many  pupils  to  read  for  information  at  the 
Library,  and  lead  to  a  better  selection  of  books  for  home  use. 

The  number  of  readers  in  the  Library  has  increased.  At  some 
hours  the  room  is  over-filled  for  comfort,  and  all  facilities  of  the  Li¬ 
brary  are  required  to  supply  the  demand  in  certain  directions.  No 
account  is  kept  of  the  books  used  for  reference  in  the  Library.  It 
would  be  impossible  with  our  present  small  force  to  obtain  such  a 
record;  but  the  number  must  nearly  approach  that  of  those  given  out 
for  home  use  on  most  days.  The  long  desks,  the  substitutes  for  reading 
tables,  are  often  occupied  by  readers  from  the  city  and  from  other 
towns,  pursuing  some  special  investigation,  or  by  pupils  from  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  using  our  reference  books  to  find  information  on  subjects 
connected  with  their  lessons.  Many  boys  and  girls  crowd  the  seats 
after  school  hours;  both  tact  and  decision  are  needed  to  maintain  order 
and  yet  keep  the  children  interested  and  make  them  feel  welcome.  A 
taste  for  art  has  been  developed  among  many  who  enjoy  the  Library. 
Not  only  can  they  use  our  finely  illustrated  books  of  reference,  but  of 
late  years  with  new  methods  of  reproduction,  less  expensive  books, 
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filled  with  illustrations  from  the  masterpieces  of  art,  can  be  purchased 
and  put  into  circulation,  carrying  instruction  and  pleasure  to  many 
households. 

The  regular  issues  of  56  periodicals  and  newspapers  are  taken  by  the 
Library, — three  devoted  to  art; — in  addition  14  others  have  been  given 
to  the  Library  during  the  past  year. 

Certain  expenses  increase  as  the  Library  is  longer  in  use.  More 
and  more  books  wear  out  and  must  be  replaced,  while  the  expense  of 
keeping  all  in  proper  repair  continues  to  grow.  Many  books  come 
from  the  publishers  in  insecure  bindings,  high  priced  books  and  cheap 
ones  alike,  and  can  circulate  but  a  few  times  before  being  rebound.  As 
many  books  as  possible  are  repaired  in  the  Library;  there  is  a  constant 
mending  and  patching  of  torn  leaves,  pasting  in  of  loose  leaves  and 
plates,  and  fastening  on  of  loose  covers.  Great  care  is  taken  to  have 
the  books  as  they  return  to  the  hands  of  readers,  present  as  clean  and 
attractive  an  appearance  as  can  be  given  by  fresh  covers,  cleaning,  and 
repairing. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  local  papers,  we  have  been  able  to  print 
lists  of  the  books  added;  these  have  been  helpful  to  those  who  use  the 
Library.  We  are  also  indebted  to  them  for  both  their  daily  and  weekly 
Issues.  A  list  of  gifts  is  given  in  an  appendix  to  this  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SARAH  C.  HAGAR,  Librarian. 


APPENDIX  A. 

LIBRARY  EXPENSES. 


Salaries,  Miss  Hagar  .  $800  00 

Miss  Moore  .  500  00 

Messenger  .  144  00 

Binding . . . •  •  •  •  332  26 

Cover  paper .  36  75 

Gas .  103.82 

Printing  cards,  etc  .  . .  53  25 

Printing  report .  12  00 

Postage .  10  00 

Water .  11  40 

Cleaning .  30  25 

Awnings .  3  50 


6  CITY  OF  BURLINGTON. 


Repairs  and  incidentals .  17  33 

Expressage . . . 11  88 

Total  .  $2,066  44 


APPENDIX  B. 
Circulation  for  1902. 
Fiction  and  Juveniles. 


January  .  3,141 

February  .  2,855 

March  .  3,226 

April  .  2,792 

May  .  2,352 

June  .  2,249 

July  .  2,604 

August  . i .  2,359 

September  .  2,147 

October  . ..  .  2,578 

November  .  2,614 

December  . ■ .  2,383 


Total. 

.4,526 

.4,256 

.4,334 

.3,849 

.3,380 

.2,859 

.3,341 

.2,959 

.3,006 

.3,273 

.3,715 

.3,336 


31,330 


42,834 


APPENDIX  C. 


Circulation  from  1875. 


1875  (  open  131  days) 

1876  . 

1877  . 

1878  . 

1879  . 

1880  . 

1881  . 

1882  . 

1883  . 

1884  . 


Fiction  and  Juveniles. 


30,471 

25,186 

21,809 

19,579 

19,212 

18,308 

17,092 

15,027 


Total. 

15,538 

35,448 

38,458 

35,238 

33,077 

29,432 

28,262 

26,438 

25,576 

20,173 


1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 
1897, 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901. 

1902. 
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.  20,489 . 29,475 

.  27,337 . 37,753 

.  26,917 . 37,933 

.  28,701 . ....41,948 

.  29,032 . 43,464 

.  30,303 . 45,828 

.  30,983 . 46,387 

.  31,599  . 47,203 

.  27,62  L . 42,184 

.  28,740 . 43,942 

.  33,082 . 48,762 

.  36,363 . 52,829 

.  37,198 . 53,391 

.  38,511 . 52,456 

.  38,329 . 52,005 

.  36,864 . 49,433 

.  33,293 . 44,002 

.  31,330 . 42,834 


APPENDIX  D. 

Gifts  for  1901. 

Vols. 


Allen,  0.  E . 

Anonymous . 

Balch,  T.  W. ,  Philadelphia . .  2 

Bolton,  Mrs.  S.  K.,  Cleveland .  1 

Bowdoin  College . 

Brown  University . 

Buckham,  M.  H.,  D.  D .  14 

Castle,  C,  A . : . 

Chicago  and  Northwest  R.  R .  1 

Clarke,  Miss  E.  E .  1 

Cole,  G.  W.,  N.  Y. . 

Commonwealth  Pub.  Co.,  N.  Y. .  2 

Connecticut  Labor  Bureau .  1 

Cook  &  Son .  1 


Pam.  Nos. 
1 
2 


1 

3 

49  17 

17 

16 

1 

1 
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Cornell  University . 

Dartmouth  College . . . 

Davis,  G.  E . . . . 

Depew,  C.  M.,  N.  Y. . 

Ehrlich,  F.,  N .  Y. . 1 

Farquahar,  D. ,  Cambridge ,  Mass .  1 

Farrar,  Mrs .  50 

Finney,  Mrs.  H.  A .  2 

Fullerton,  A .  1 

Goodrich,  Prof.  J.  E .  1 

Green,  S.,  Worcester . 

Hall,  W.  S.,  Chicago... . . 

Harvard  University . 

Hills,  W.  S.,  Boston ,  Mass . 

Hastings,  H.,  Albany ,  N.  Y. .  3 

Howard,  Mrs.  A . 

Hunt,  L.  B.,  Fairfax,  Vt . 

Hyde,  J.  II.,  N.  Y. .  1 

Indian  Rights  Association . 

Iowa  Grand  Lodge . 

Jay,  Col.  W.,  Katonah,  N.  Y. .  1 

Johnson,  H.  L . 

McDowell,  W.  0.,  N.  Y. . 1 

Mass.  Institute  of  Technology . 

Michigan  Trust  Co .  1 

Middlebury  College . 

Minneapolis  Park  Commission . 

Murray,  T.  H.,  Philadelphia . 

Murrin,  F.  D .  I 

New  England  Catholic  Historical  Society . 

New  York  Farmers’  Club . 

Needham,  Mrs.  L.  J .  1 

Nonotuck  Silk  Co .  1 

Pearse,  Miss  L . 2 

Perkins,  Prof.  G.  H .  1 

Reitmeyer,  J .  18 

Richards,  L.  S .  1 

Roberts,  Miss  C . . . 
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Robinson,  D.  W . 1 

Ross .  1 

Russell,  E.  B .  52 

Simmons,  F.  M.,  U.  8.  8 . ,. . . .  1 

Smith,  Mrs.  C.  P .  76 

Smith,  G.  D . 50 

Southern  Pacific  R.  R.,  large  photograph  .... 

Smithsonian  Institution  .  3  10 

Stone,  Dr.  B.  H.  . 8  18 

Taylor,  C.  F.,  Philadelphia  .  1 

Thompson,  Mrs.  M .  5 

Turk,  J.  C .  1 

Union  Publishing  Co.  . ., .  1 

University  of  Chicago  .  1 

University  of  Illinois  .  1 

University  of  Michigan  .  1 

University  of  Pennsylvania  .  1 

United  States — Agriculture  .  18 

Civil  Service  Commission  . .  1 

Education  .  5 

Interstate  Commission  .  1 

Labor  . - .  2  8 

State  Department  .  1  20 

Supt.  of  Documents  . 

War  Department  .  1 

Vermont — Agricultural  Station  .  9 

Antiquarian  Society  .  1 

Bible  Society  . , .  1 

Board  of  Health  .  1 

Fish  Commission  ' .  1 

Walden,  H.  J.,  Boston  .  1 

Ward,  F.  L . 43 

Wheeler,  Rev.  H.  L .  3 

Wheeler,  H.  0 .  1 

White,  Miss  A .  2 

Wilbur,  L.  F .  1 

Woodhouse,  L.  E .  254 

Wright,  C.  D .  6 

Libraries — Amherst  College  .  2 

Atlanta,  Carnegie  . . .  1 
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Libraries — Baltimore,  Enoch  Pratt  .  1 

Bangor  . 1 

Boston  Public  .  13 

Bowdoin  College  .  1 

Bradford,  Pa.,  Carnegie  .  1 

Branford,  Gt.,  Blackstone  .  1 

Brooklyn  .  4 

Brooklyn,  Pratt  Institute  .  2 

Buffalo  .  1 

Burlington,  Iowa  .  1 

Cambridge .  1 

Chicago,  John  Crerar .  1 

Chicago  Public  .  7 

Cincinnati  .  5 

Cleveland  .  1 

Concord,  Mass . t .  1 

Concord,  N.  H .  1 

Hagerstown  .  5 

Hartford  .  7 

Harvard  University  . .  1 

Helena,  Montana  .  2 

Hopedale  .  1 

Iowa  Masonic  .  2 

Indianapolis  .  2 

Jersey  City  . .  6 

Lawrence  .  1 

Liverpool  .  1 

Los  Angeles  .  1 

Ludlow .  1 

Lynn  .  1 

Malden .  1 

Manchester  .  10 

Minneapolis  .  3 

Nashua .  3 

Natick .  8 

Newark  . • .  1 

New  Bedford  .  11 

New  Brunswick .  2 

New  Haven  . . .  13 

New  Orleans,  Fisk .  1 
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Libraries — Newton  . 1 

New  York,  Aquilar .  1 

N.  Y.,  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen. .  2 

New  York,  Mercantile  .  1 

New  York  State  .  4  8 

New  York  Society .  1 

North  Adams  .  1 

Omaha  .  3 

Paterson .  1 

Peoria  .  1 

Philadelphia  Free  .  1 

Philadelphia  City  Institute  .  1 

Pittsburg,  Carnegie  .  1 

Portland .  1 

Poughkeepsie,  Adriance  .  1 

Providence  Public .  1 

Providence  Athenaeum .  1 

Quincy,  Thomas  Crane  .  2 

St.  Albans .  3 

St.  Louis  Free  Public  .  5 

St.  Louis  Mercantile  .  1 

Salem  .  11 

San  Francisco  .  13 

Scranton  .  1 

Southbridge .  1 

Springfield,  la .  1 

Springfield,  Mass .  1 

Warren  County,  Ill .  4 

Waterbury,  Bronson .  1 

Wilkesbarre,  Osterhout  .  10 

Windsor .  1 

Woburn  .  1 

Worcester  Co.,  Law  Library  .  1 

Yale  University  .  1 

Periodicals — Boston  Ideals. 

Boston  Transcript. 

Burlington  Free  Press. 

Burlington  News. 

Chicago  Banker 

Christian  Science. 
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Periodicals — Christian  Science. 

Christian  Work. 
Cincinnati  Enquirer. 
Criterion. 

St.  Albans  Messenger. 
Sound  Currency. 
Sunset. 

University  Cynic. 

Wall  Street  Journal. 
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THE  FLETCHER  FREE  LIBRARY 


RESOLUTION  ADOPTED  BY  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  THE 
FLETCHER  FREE  LIBRARY  UPON  THE  DEATH  OF  REV.  J. 
ISHAM  BLISS,  A  TRUSTEE  OF  THE  LIBRARY  FROM  1891  TO 
1903. 

In  view  of  the  death  of  Rev.  J.  Isham  Bliss,  D.  D.,  for  many  years 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Fletcher  Free  Library  and 
its  Secretary,  the  members  of  the  Board,  cherishing  a  loving  remem¬ 
brance  of  him  and  of  their  association  with  him  in  the  meetings  of 
this  Board,  herewith  put  on  record  their  high  appreciation  of  his 
scholarship  and  culture,  his  love  and  discernment  of  good  literature, 
his  high  estimate  of  the  influence  which  a  free  public  library  should 
seek  to  exert  in  the  life  of  a  community,  his  breadth  of  taste  and  sym¬ 
pathy  in  ministering  to  the  demands  and  needs  of  the  reading  public, 
and  his  care,  at  the  same  time,  that  only  books  of  wholesome  influ¬ 
ence  should  go  forth  with  the  sanction  of  the  guardians  of  a  public 
trust  like  that  of  the  Fletcher  Free  Library. 

In  recalling  the  services  which  during  a  long  and  devoted  life 
Dr.  Bliss  has  given  to  the  various  good  causes  in  which  he  interested 
himself,  they  have  the  conviction  that  not  the  least  valuable  was  the 
work  he  did  in  connection  with  the  Fletcher  Free  Library,  and  they 
bespeak  for  him  from  our  fellow  citizens  the  grateful  memory  to  which 
these  services  entitle  him. 


REPORT  OF  LIBRARIAN. 


Burlington,  Vt.,  Jan.  2,  1904. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Fletcher  Free  Library: 

The  Librarian’s  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 
1903,  the  thirtieth  report  since  the  organization  of  the  Library  and  the 
nineteenth  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  laying  before  your  Board,  is 
Tespectfully  submitted. 
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Since  my  last  report  the  Board  of  Trustees  have  lost  one  of  the 
members,  Rev.  J.  I.  Bliss,  who  died  March  17,  1903.  Mr.  Bliss  had 
been  a  Trustee  and  Secretary  of  the  Board  since  July  7,  1891.  His  in¬ 
terest  in  the  selection  of  books  to  meet  the  wishes  and  needs  of  the 
public,  his  kindly  courtesy  to  those  connected  with  the  Library  admin¬ 
istration,  are  recalled  with  grateful  remembrance. 

The  friends  of  the  Library  will  be  glad  to  know  that  the  vacancy 
has  been  wisely  filled  by  the  election  of  Mrs.  G.  G.  Benedict  on  May 
12,  1903.  The  influence  of  the  Library  cannot  fail  to  be  increased  and 
broadened  by  her  active  interest,  wise  counsel  and  intelligent  literary 
taste. 

We  note  with  gratitude  the  approaching  completion  of  the  new 
Carnegie  Library  building,  and  we  may  hope  that  this  year  will  see 
the  books  of  the  Fletcher  Free  Library  installed  there.  Then  we  can 
look  forward  to  greater  usefulness  and  better  fulfillment  of  the  wise 
purpose  for  which  this  Library  was  founded,  of  brightening  the  lives 
and  enlightening  the  minds  of  this  community. 

During  the  last  year,  600  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  catalogue 
of  accessions  and  shelf  list,  making  the  number  so  entered  28,569.  Of 
these  91  were  added  from  binding  magazines  and  newspapers,  17  of 
which  were  gifts  of  unbound  volumes  of  periodicals,  28  were  gifts  of 
books,  and  481  were  new  purchases.  In  1903,  650  volumes  were  added 
to  our  shelves.  For  want  of  room  on  the  shelves,  as  well  as  of  time, 
a  large  number  of  gifts  of  books  and  periodicals  have  not  been  prop¬ 
erly  catalogued.  Lists  of  them  have  been  kept  to  make  them  acces¬ 
sible  when  needed. 

Among  the  more  important  books  purchased  during  the  year  are 
the  Supplement  to  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica,  11  volumes;  Bio¬ 
graphical  History  of  Vermont,  2  volumes;  Stoddard’s  Lectures,  12 
volumes;  Hopkinson  Smith’s  Venice  of  To-day,  Longfellow’s  Archi¬ 
tecture  of  Greece  and  Italy.  Through  the  kindness  of  Gen.  T.  S'. 
Peck,  we  have  a  gift  from  him  of  Deeds  of  Valor  of  America’s  Heroes, 
two  large  illustrated  volumes.  Besides  the  usual  valuable  govern¬ 
ment  publications  and  those  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  interesting 
reports  from  the  New  York  State  Botanist  and  State  Historian  have 
been  given  to  the  Library.  The  publishers  of  the  local  papers  con¬ 
tinue  to  give  their  daily  and  weekly  issues  and  are  always  ready  to 
give  place  in  their  columns  to  lists  of  books  or  any  item  relating  to 
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the  Library-  Other  friends  of  the  Library  have  given  the  usual 
number  of  books  and  periodicals,  a  list  of  which  is  printed  in  an 
appendix  to  this  report. 

The  selection  of  books  for  a  library  must  supply  a  variety  of 
tastes,  from  serious  to  popular  volumes.  For  a  small  library,  this  is 
unusually  well  supplied  with  histories,  and  especially  with  books  on 
art,  for  that  is  one  of  the  directions  in  which  many  of  our  townspeople 
wish  to  carry  their  studies  as  far  as  possible  where  there  is  no  access 
to  original  works  of  art.  But  in  these  days  the  reproductions  are 
artistic  in  themselves.  In  the  mechanical  arts,  it  might  be  wrell  to 
add  more  of  the  best  and  most  recent  publications. 

There  is  always  a  demand  for  many  duplicates  of  the  last  new 
books,  especially  of  the  new  fiction.  If  we  bought  enough  to  supply 
the  demand,  in  a  few  weeks  something  newer  would  be  asked  for,  and 
many  of  the  first  would  be  useless  on  our  shelves.  Still,  as  one  libra¬ 
rian  says,  “if  we  refuse  to  buy  anything  new  and  adopt  Emerson’s 
advice  to  ‘never  buy  a  book  until  it  is  a  year  old’  when  no  new  novels 
were  to  be  found  in  the  Library,  many  would  cease  to  come  at  all.” 
The  difficulty  of  choosing  among  the  many  new  novels  overpraised  and 
widely  advertised  is  great.  Last  year  in  the  Boston  Public  Library 
the  volunteer  readers  reported  on  702  new  novels.  Of  these  112  differ¬ 
ent  works  of  fiction  were  purchased. 

In  the  new  Library  we  are  to  have  a  room  for  a  Junior  Depart¬ 
ment.  If  used  for  this,  it  may  be  best  to  make  a  change  in  our  rules, 
to  have  no  restriction  for  age,  only  that  the  application  for  a  library 
card  must  be  plainly  written,  or  a  child  can  prove  the  power  to  read 
and  understand  what  is  read.  There  is  always  a  great  demand  for 
picture  books.  In  smaller  libraries  than  this  I  have  seen  beautiful 
books  illustrated  by  Kate  Greenaway,  Walter  Crane  and  Boutet  de 
Monvel,  which  had  been  used  by  children  without  restriction  and  not 
torn  or  soiled. 

The  books  given  out  for  home  use  numbered  40,158,  showing  a 
decrease  of  2,676  compared  with  1902,  when  they  amounted  to  42,834. 
The  circulation  of  fiction  and  books  for  the  young  was  28,586,  the  year 
before  it  was  31,330,  a  decrease  of  2,744,  the  loss  in  circulation  falling 
Entirely  on  the  light  reading  or  fiction. 

A  fine  of  two  cents  a  day  has  always  been  assessed  on  books  kept 
over  time.  These  fines  ought  to  be  paid  before  another  book  is  issued 
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on  the  same  card.  If  the  matter  is  still  neglected  a  messenger  is  sent 
for  the  book.  He  has  a  right  to  charge  25  cents  (in  addition  to  the 
fines)  for  his  trouble.  We  would  not  wish  the  fine  system  to  prove 
prohibitory.  It  is  necessary  to  have  a  penalty  to  ensure  the  return  of 
the  books;  others  need  them,  the  Library  staff  must  have  some  order, 
some  check  on  careless  borrowers. 

We  allow  some  special  privileges;  a  person  looking  up  some  sub¬ 
ject  can  take  several  books  on  one  card  and  retain  them  for  several 
weeks,  by  arrangement  when  the  books  are  taken,  if  this  does  not 
conflict  with  the  wants  of  some  other  borrower.  If  a  card  holder  is 
going  out  of  town  for  a  time,  books  can  be  kept  over  without  fines,  if 
the  librarians  are  notified  so  the  slips  can  be  marked  to  that  effect. 

The  ideal  of  a  library  would  be  to  have  as  little  red  tape  as  pos¬ 
sible,  or  better  still,  perfect  freedom  as  expressed  by  one  successful 
and  thoughtful  librarian:  “The  library  is  not  a  business  affair,  it  is  a 
centre  of  public  happiness  first,  of  public  education  next.” 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SARAH  C.  HAGAR,  Librarian. 


APPENDIX  A. 

LIBRARY  EXPENSES. 


Salaries,  Miss  Hagar  . 
Miss  Moore 
Messenger  .  . . 

Binding  . . 

Gas  . 

Cover  paper  . 

Stationery  ........  . 

Printing  report . 

Printing  cards,  etc.  . . 

Water  . 

Postage  . 

Cleaning,  repairs,  etc. 

Express  . 

Coal  for  1902  . 


$800  00 
500  00 
144  00 
270  00 
92  80 
19  90 
14  92 
12  50 
48  75 
11  40 
10  00 
55  25 
7  20 
200  00 


Total 


$2,186  72 
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APPENDIX  B. 
Circulation  for  1903. 
Fiction  and  Juveniles. 


January  .  3,055 

February  .  2,820 

March  . . 2,791 

April  .  2,347 

May  .  1,985 

June  . 2,012 

July  .  2,398 

August  . 2,260 

September  .  1,903 

October  .  2,293 

November  .  2,369 

December  .  2,353 


Total. 

4,425 

4,052 

3,858 

3,280 

2,871 

2,580 

3,012 

2,810 

2,666 

3,466 

3,811 

3,327 


28,586 

♦ 

APPENDIX  C. 


Circulation  from  1875. 


Fiction  and  Juveniles. 


1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 
1881 
1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 


(open  131  days) 


30,471 

25,186 

21,809 

19,579 

19,212 

18,308 

17,092 

15,027 

20,489 

27,337 

26,917 

28,701 

29,032 

30,303 

30,983 


40,158 


Total. 

15,538 

35,448 

38,458 

35,238 

33,077 

29,432 

28,262 

26,438 

25,576 

20,173 

29,475 

37,753 

37,933 

41,948 

43,464 

45,828 

46,387 
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1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 


31,599 

27,621 

28,740 

33,082 

36,363 

37,198 

38,511 

38.329 
36,864 
33,293 

31.330 
28,586 


47,203 

42,184 

43,942 

48,762 

52,829 

53,391 

52,456 

52,005 

49,433 

44,002 

42,834 

40,158 


APPENDIX  D. 

Gifts  for  1903. 

Vols.  Pam. 


American  Congregational  Society  .  1 

Amherst  College  . 1 

Anon .  1 

Bain,  W.  V . . . 

Baxter,  J.  P . . .  1 

Benedict,  G.  G .  1 

Benedict,  Mrs.  G.  G .  9 

Beveridge,  A.  J.,  U.  S.  8 . > .  1 

Biddle,  Mrs.  L.  M.,  Monmouth,  III .  1 

Black,  W.  J.,  Chicago .  1 

Bowers,  Mrs.  M.  K . . . . . 

Carnegie,  A.,  N.  Y .  3 

Chamberlain,  A.  F . 1 

Clark,  B.  N . < . .  24  1 

Clarke,  E.  E .  23 

Cushman,  J.  E . 1 

Davis,  G.  E .  1 

Depew,  C.  M.,  N.Y... .  1 

Farquhar,  D.  C.,  Cambridge,  Mass .  1 

Farrar,  Mrs.  M . i .  25  3 

Finney,  Mrs . , . . 

Grout,  Rev.  S.,  Brattleboro .  7 


Nos. 


1 


53 


76 
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Vols. 


Hagar,  Miss  M.  L . 

Harper  Bros.,  N.  Y . .  1 

Hepburn,  A.  P.,  N.  Y .  1 

Hyland,  F.  W .  3 

Harvard  College  . 1 

Hunt,  L.  B.,  Fairfax  . 

Indian  Rights  Association  . 


International  Arbitration  Conference . 

Johns  Hopkins  University . 

Kern,  Charles  . 

Lytle,  J.  I.,  Philadelphia . 

Mason,  H.  L.,  Gambridgeport,  Mass . 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  .... 

Michigan  Trust  Co .  1 

Middlebury  College  . . 

Minneapolis  Park  Commission  . 

Myers,  W.  S.,  N.  Y . 

Rhode  Island  College  of  Agriculture . 


Palmer,  H.  L.,  N.  Y .  1 

Pearson,  Major  D.  S . 

Peck,  Mrs.  J.  E . 

Peck,  T.  S .  2 

Perkins,  Prof.  G.  H .  1 

Pidgin,  C.  F.,  N.  Y .  1 

Pope,  Mrs.  E . . 

Ranger,  W . 


Scott,  W.  D.,  Ottawa . 

Smith,  H.  I.,  N.  Y . 

Smith,  G.  D.,  Hartford,  Conn 


Smithsonian  Institution  .  1 

Theosophical  Book  Co .  1 

Universalist  Pub.  House  .  1 

.  University  of  Chicago  . 

Illinois  . . . 

Michigan  . 


Pam.  Nos. 
4 
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Vols.  Pam.  Nos. 

State  of  New  York .  6 

Vermont  .  2 

Vermont,  Lambda  Iota  Soc..  I 

Vermont  Agricultural  Experiment  Station.  1  2 

Historical  Society  .  1 

Sons  of  the  Revolution . 1 

State  Library  .  9  5 

U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture . 

Census  .  1 

Commerce  .  2 

Education  .  1 

Interstate  Com  ...  1 

Labor  .  1  5 

State  .  18 

Supt.  of  Documents  120  74 

War  .  1 

Walsh,  H.,  Philadelphia  .  1 

Ward,  F .  32 

Wilbur,  L.  F.,  Jericho .  1 

Yale  University  .  1 

Libraries — Amherst  College  .  1 

Allegheny  .  1 

Atlanta,  Carnegie  .  1 

Baltimore,  Enoch  Pratt .  1 

Bangor  .  1 

Boston  Public  . 13 

Bowdoin  College  . . .  1 

Bradford,  Carnegie,  Pa .  1 

Braddock,  Carnegie  .  1 

Branford,  Blackstone,  Conn. ...  1 

Brockton  .  1 

Bronson  .  1 

Brooklyn  .  11 

Brooklyn,  Pratt  Institute .  1 

Buffalo  .  1 

Burlington,  Iowa  .  1 

Cambridge  . 1 

Chicago,  John  Crerar .  1 
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Vols.  Pam.  Nos. 

Chicago,  Municipal  .  •  1 

Chicago,  Public  .  7 

Cincinnati  .  10 

Cleveland  .  2 

Concord,  Mass.  . . . 2 

Concord,  N.  H .  1 

Congressional  .  1  10 

Dayton  .  1 

Detroit  .  1 

District  of  Columbia  .  1 

Dover  .  1 

Dundee,  Scotland  . - .  1 

Erie  . . . . .  1 

Evanston  .  1 

Everett,  Pari  in  .  1 

Galesburg  .  1 

Glasgow,  Stirlings  and  Glasgow  1 

Grand  Rapids  .  .  1 

Hagerstown,  Wash.  Co.,  Md....  3 

Hartford  .  7 

Harvard  University  .  1 

Helena,  Mont .  2 

Hopedale  . 1 

Iowa  Masonic  .  4 

Indianapolis  .  1 

Jersey  City  .  9 

Lawrence  .  1 

Liverpool  .  1 

London,  City  of  Westminster..  1 

Ludlow  .  1 

Lynn  . •. . . .  1 

Madison,  Wis,  Free  Lib.  Com..  1 

Malden  .  1 

Manchester  .  1 

Milwaukee  .  1 

Minneapolis  .  4 

Nashua  .  2 

Newark  .  1 
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New  Bedford  .  1 

New  Haven .  8 

Newton  .  1 

New  York,  Aguilar  .  1 

N.  Y.  Mech.  and  Tradesman  ...  1 

New  York  Mercantile .  1 

New  York  Public  .  1 

New  York  State  .  5  1 

North  Adams  .  1 

Northampton  Forks .  1 

Northampton  Public  .  1 

Omaha  .  2 

Paterson  .  1 

Peoria  .  1 

Philadelphia,  Free  .  1 

Pittsburg,  Carnegie  .  1 

Plymouth,  Eng .  1 

Portland,  .  1 

Poughkeepsie,  Adriance  .  1 

Providence,  Public  .  1 

Quincy,  Thomas  Crane.........  1 

Randolph,  Kimball  .  1 

Rutland  .  1 

St.  Louis  Free  Public .  1 

St.  Louis  Mercantile .  1 

Salem  .  4 

San  Francisco  . 10 

Scranton  .  1  1 

Southbridge  .  1 

Springfield,  Mass .  1 

Swanton  .  1 

Toronto  .  1 

Warren  County,  III .  2 

Waterbury,  Bronson  .  1 

Westborough  .  1 

Wilkesbarre,  Osterhout  .  10 

Wilmington  Institute  .  1 

Windsor  .  1 
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Woburn  .  1 

Worcester  .  1 

Worcester  Co.  Law  Library. ...  1 

Yale  University  .  1 

Periodicals — Boston  Ideals. 

Boston  Transcript. 

Burlington  Free  Press. 

Burlington  News. 

Chicago  Banker. 

Christian  Science  Journal. 

Christian  Science  Sentinel. 

Criterion.  . . 

St.  Albans  Messenger. 

Sound  Currency. 

Sunset. 

University  Cynic. 

Wall  Street  Journal. 

Well  Spring. 
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THIRTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


FLETCHER  FREE  LIBRARY. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES. 


Burlington,  Vt.,  Jan.  1,  1905. 

To  the  Honorable,  the  City  Council,  City  of  Burlington: 

Gentlemen: — The  Trustees,  in  transmitting  to  you  the  annual  re¬ 
port  of  the  Librarian  of  the  Fletcher  Free  Library  for  the  year  1904, 
wish  to  express  their  gratification  that  after  so  long  a  time  of  wait¬ 
ing,  the  Library  is  at  last  placed  in  an  adequate  and  suitable  building, 
the  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie  to  the  City  of  Burlington. 

The  books  were  removed  to  the  new  building  in  July  and  August, 
the  public  exercises  of  dedication  were  held  on  the  evening  of  August 
17th,  and  the  Library  was  opened  to  the  public  and  books  given  out 
on  the  following  day.  That  the  public  appreciate  the  change  from  the 
former  cramped  and  ill-lighted  quarters  to  the  present  ample  and  de¬ 
lightful  building  is  evident  in  the  increased  use  of  the  reading  rooms. 
The  children’s  room,  especially,  makes  a  most  acceptable  addition  to 
the  facilities  of  the  Library,  and  the  number  of  children  of  all  ages 
who  flock  there  after  school  hours  shows  that  the  portion  of  the  public 
for  which  it  is  especially  designed  is  quick  to  recognize  its  benefits. 

But  like  all  enlargements  and  improvements,  these  increased  facili¬ 
ties  involve  increased  expense  in  heating,  lighting  and  service.  And 
the  Trustees  feel  that  with  the  greater  space  to  cover,  and  the  larger 
number  of  persons  to  serve,  since  the  removal  to  the  new  building, 
their  faithful  and  indefatigable  Librarian  and  her  capable  assistants 
are  overworked;  but  they  have  not  as  yet  felt  justified,  with  the  means 
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at  their  command,  in  employing  more  help.  A  competent  person  to 
take  charge  of  the  children’s  room,  to  superintend  their  selection  of 
books  and  the  reading  done  by  the  children  in  the  Library,  and  to 
maintain  order  and  quiet,  is  very  much  to  be  desired,  and  will  he  an 
imperative  necessity  before  long,  if  the  use  of  the  room  continues  to 
increase. 

A  new  catalogue  of  the  Library  has  been  for  years  a  crying  need, 
in  order  that  the  people  might  know  what  books  were  on  the  shelves, 
and  be  enabled  to  use  them  to  the  best  advantage,  and  some  sixteen 
years  ago,  at  the  urgent  request  of  the  Trustees  an  appropriation  was 
made  by  the  city  to  cover  the  expense  of  a  suitable  catalogue.  But 
the  inaccessibility  of  many  of  the  books  which  were  packed  away  in 
boxes  for  want  of  shelf  room,  the  lack  of  any  suitable  place  where  the 
work  of  cataloguing  could  be  carried  on,  and  other  untoward  circum¬ 
stances  seemed  to  present  insuperable  difficulties  in  the  way  of  such 
an  undertaking.  The  Trustees  reluctantly  abandoned  it  for  the  time, 
the  money  was  never  drawn  from  the  city  treasury,  and  the  appro¬ 
priation  was  recalled. 

With  the  near  prospect  of  removal  to  the  new  building  ihe  Trust¬ 
ees  came  to  believe  that  the  preparation  of  a  proper  catalogue  could, 
in  justice  to  the  Library  and  to  the  public,  be  delayed  no  longer.  After 
careful  canvassing  of  the  subject,  and  with  the  official  approval  of  rhe 
Mayor,  they  decided  to  employ  Miss  Mary  P.  Farr,  a  graduate  of  the 
Drexel  Library  School,  and  an  expert  library  organizer  of  several 
years’  experience,  who  had  been  employed  in  cataloguing  the  State 
Library  at  Montpelier,  to  prepare  a  card  catalogue  of  the  Library. 
Miss  Farr  began  work  on  the  15th  of  June  with  two  assistants,  one  of 
them,  like  herself,  a  Library  School  graduate,  the  other  a  youug  woman 
living  in  Burlington,  who  had  been  for  three  years  a  student  in  the 
University.  Miss  Farr  receives  $100  per  month  for  her  services,  one 
of  her  assistants  $40  per  month  and  the  other  $25  per  month.  In  the 
six  months  and  a  half  ending  January  1st,  6,380  volumes,  rather  more 
than  one-fifth  of  the  whole  number,  have  been  catalogued  at  an  ex¬ 
pense  of  nearly  $1,000  for  salaries,  besides  other  expenses  for  mechani¬ 
cal  work,  catalogue  supplies,  etc.,  amounting  to  a  little  more  than 
$400.  The  books  already  catalogued  are  of  those  classes  which  re¬ 
quire  more  careful  classification  than  is  necessary  for  the  Library  as 
a  whole,  and  the  cataloguing  of  the  main  bulk  of  the  Library  will  pro¬ 
ceed  somewhat  more  rapidly.  But  it  is  evident  that  the  ordinary 
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appropriation  for  Library  expenses  will  not  suffice  for  the  completion 
of  the  catalogue,  and  that  at  no  distant  day  the  Trustees  will  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  ask  for  an  appropriation  for  that  purpose. 

The  Trustees  would  not  feel  justified  in  incurring  this  additional 
expense,  but  for  the  conviction,  made  stronger  by  the  experience  and 
testimony  of  all  similar  libraries,  that  the  use  of  a  topical  catalogue 
for  the  public  stimulates  intelligent  reading,  and  leads  to  a  largely 
increased  use  of  the  best  books.  The  Trustees  believe  that  no  up-to- 
date  library  can  render  its  best  service  to  the  community  without  the 
aid  of  a  good  catalogue.  What  this  service  may  be  was  brilliantly 
set  forth  by  Dr.  Canfield,  the  distinguished  librarian  of  Columbia 
University,  in  his  address  at  the  opening  of  the  Library.  He  said  in 
part: 

“A  city  which  has  a  good  library  is  a  ‘miracle  city’  in  which  every 
day  is  wrought  the  wonder-working  power  of  dead  paper  and  dead 
type  becoming  a  living  force,  creating  thought,  imagination  and  will, 
and  vitalizing  innumerable  lives  which  otherwise  were  dull  inert  clods. 
The  companionships  which  a  library  introduces  into  a  community  are 
among  its  richest  treasures.  Imagine  Mr.  Lowell  coming  to  live  in 
our  community,  walking  our  streets,  living  as  our  neighbor,  sitting 
on  our  piazza,  talking  to  our  children.  We  should  all  get  from  his 
presence  and  influence  some  culture,  some  touch  of  refinement,  some 
broadening  of  mental  horizon.  A  library  does  actually  bring  among 
us  Mr.  Lowell  and  a  hundred  other  great  and  potent  and  charming 
men  to  be  our  fellow  citizens,  our  guides,  philosophers  and  friends. 
A  library  is  the  promoter  and  guardian  of  a  town  democracy.  In  order 
to  have  and  maintain  what  we  call  free  institutions  we  must  make 
every  man  not  only  an  independent  thinker,  but  a  right  thinker;  for 
only  in  making  the  wisest  thoughts  of  the  wisest  men  the  common 
possession  of  all  men,  can  we  have  a  sane  social  order  and  a  sound 
political  community.” 

In  the  confidence  that  the  City  Council  desires  for  this  com¬ 
munity  the  largest  possible  benefit  from  the  large  and  rich  and  stead¬ 
ily  growing  collection  of  books  comprised  in  the  Library,  and  that  it 
will  enable  the  Trustees  to  administer  their  trust  in  a  broad  and 
liberal  way,  this  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 

For  the  Trustees, 

KATHARINE  A.  BENEDICT,  Secretary. 
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DEDICATION  OF  THE  CARNEGIE  LIBRARY  BUILDING. 

The  dedication  of  the  Carnegie  Library  building  took  place  on  the 
evening  of  August  17th,  1904,  in  the  presence  of  an  audience  which 
filled  the  lower  rooms  of  the  building,  and  which  included  represen¬ 
tatives  from  many  of  the  libraries  in  the  State.  President  Buckham 
presided,  and  beside  him  on  the  platform  were  Mayor  Burke  and  Dr. 
James  H.  Canfield,  Librarian  of  Columbia  University,  the  orator  of  the 
evening.  The  Mayor  presented  the  keys  of  the  building  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Board  with  appropriate  remarks,  emphasizing  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Carnegie’s  gift  was  not  intended  for  the  favored  few,  or  for 
any  class,  but  for  the  people — free  to  all.  Accepting  the  keys  in 
behalf  of  the  Trustees,  President  Buckham  congratulated  the  Mayor 
and  the  other  members  of  the  Library  Commission  on  the  completion 
of  the  building;  made  acknowledgment  of  the  thoughtful  kindness  of 
Mrs.  Chester  Griswold  who  secured  from  Mr.  Carnegie  the  proffer  of 
his  gift  to  the  city;  and  to  Mr.  Carnegie  himself,  who  has  by  this  added 
one  more  to  the  list  of  his  investments  which  bring  lasting  benefit  to 
communities  as  well  as  lasting  gratitude  to  himself.  He  alluded  in 
fitting  terms  to  Mrs.  and  Miss  Fletcher,  the  original  donors  and  found¬ 
ers  of  the  Library,  and  to  others  who  had  given  of  their  money  and 
service  to  it  in  years  past.  In  closing,  he  congratulated  the  citizens 
of  Burlington  on  the  series,  of  gifts  which  have  made  their  city  one 
of  the  favored  cities  of  New  England,  and  called  upon  them  to  see  to 
it  that  the  Library  should  always  be  administered  in  freedom  from 
politics  and  self-seeking,  and  for  the  best  interests  of  the  community. 
Dr.  Canfield  spoke  on  the  uses  of  books  and  the  function  of  the  public 
library  in  the  community,  in  an  able  and  inspiring  address  which  was 
listened  to  with  unflagging  interest  by  the  audience. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Fletcher  Free  Library: 

The  Librarian’s  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December  '31, 
1904,  the  thirty-first  report  since  the  organization  of  the  Library,  and 
the  twentieth  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  laying  before  your  Board, 
is  respectfully  submitted. 

This  year  is  memorable  in  the  history  of  the  Library,  for  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  new  Carnegie  Library  building,  the  gift  of  Mr.  An- 
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drew  Carnegie,  and  for  the  removal  of  the  books  of  the  Fletcher 
Free  Library  to  the  commodious  and  attractive  quarters  provided  for 
them.  The  Library  was  open  as  usual  in  the  old  rooms  until  Satur¬ 
day,  the  13th  of  August.  The  books  were  in  their  places  on  the 
shelves  of  the  new  building  on  Wednesday,  the  17th  of  that  month, 
ready  for  the  inspection  of  the  public.  In  the  evening  the  formal 
dedication  took  place,  with  an  inspiring  address  by  Dr.  James  H. 
Canfield,  Librarian  of  Columbia  University,  in  the  presence  of  a  large 
audience,  including  many  representatives  of  other  libraries  of  the 
State.  The  next  day  everything  was  ready,  the  usual  business  of  the 
Library  went  on  without  any  further  interruption  to  the  circulation 
of  books,  or  to  reading  and  study  in  the  new  rooms. 

At  last  we  have  an  up-to-date  building,  with  a  reading  room  for 
children  as  well  as  for  adults,  place  for  our  periodicals  and  news¬ 
papers,  a  comfortable,  light  room,  where  visitors  can  enjoy  them  or 
consult  our  valuable  books  of  reference.  Only  those  who  have  tried 
to  use  the  Library  in  our  former  cramped,  crowded  room,  badly  lighted, 
often  insufficiently  warmed,  no  quiet  place  for  reading,  can  appreciate 
the  change  to  these  attractive  rooms  with  ample  accommodation  for 
all,  where  the  children’s  room  alone  is  larger  than  the  one  room  in 
the  old  Library  which  served  for  the  circulation,  reading  and  refer¬ 
ence  room  and  children’s  room.  While  those  connected  with  the 
Library  administration  enjoy  the  well-lighted  stacks  and  shelves,  the 
public  must  also  admire  the  harmonious  color  of  the  walls,  the  dark 
oak  wood,  the  delicate  tints  of  the  colored  glass  of  the  large  window. 
We  notice  already  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  those  reading 
in  the  Library,  especially  of  the  children  in  their  room;  often  every 
seat  is  filled  in  the  part  now  assigned  them. 

The  books  given  out  for  home  use  numbered  42,042,  showing  an 
increase  of  1,884  compared  with  1903,  when  they  amounted  to  40,158. 
The  circulation  of  fiction  and  books  for  the  young  was  30,565,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  1,969.  Access  to  the  shelves  of  fiction  has  probably  caused 
the  larger  demand  for  the  lightest  reading. 

During  the  last  year  800  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  cata¬ 
logue  of  accessions  and  shelf  list,  making  the  number  so  entered 
28,569.  Of  these  230  were  gifts,  42  of  which  were  unbound  volumes 
of  periodicals;  570  were  purchased  for  the  Library.  An  addition  of  13 
periodicals  has  been  made  to  those  previously  taken,  making  75  sub¬ 
scribed  for,  besides  12  which  are  regular  gifts.  All  are  placed  on  our 
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reading  tables,  and  afterwards  either  bound  or  filed  away  to  be  con- 
suited  if  necessary.  Mr.  Van  Patten  gave  bound  files  of  the  Review 
of  Reviews  from  the  beginning,  besides  several  other  useful  volumes; 
Mrs.  G.  G.  Benedict,  a  number  of  volumes  of  Littell’s  Living  Age; 
Mr.  Carnegie,  two  volumes  and  fac  similes  of  the  Magna  ChartStv-  and 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  which  we  have  framed  and  placed 
in  the  children’s  room;  Gen.  T.  S.  Peck,  three  framed  pictures  of  a 
meeting  of  the  Grand  Army.  From  other  libraries  we  have  received 
much  appreciated  and  useful  gifts  of  reports,  catalogues  and  bulle¬ 
tins.  Other  friends  have  given  valuable  books  and  magazines  in  num¬ 
bers,  which  we  have  bound  to  complete  our  sets  of  periodicals.  The 
publishers  of  our  newspapers  aid  us  very  much  by  giving  us  the 
papers  and  also  by  publishing  lists  of  books  and  other  items  con¬ 
cerning  the  Library. 

The  teachers  who  have  made  the  greatest  use  of  our  books  con¬ 
tinue  to  do  so,  taking  a  number  of  books  to  keep  during  the  school 
term,  to  aid  and  interest  the  scholars  in  their  lessons  and  encourage 
the  love  of  good  reading. 

Some  young  men  have  asked  to  have  the  Library  opened  on  Sun¬ 
day  afternoons,  but  it  has  never  seemed  probable  that  enough  would 
avail  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  reading  there  on  that  day  to  make 
it  a  necessity.  The  experiment  might  be  tried  for  a  few  months,  long 
enough  to  prove  whether  it  is  needed  here. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SARAH  C.  HAGAR,  Librarian. 


APPENDIX  A. 

LIBRARY  EXPENSES. 

Salaries,  Miss  Hagar  . 

Miss  Moore  . 

Messenger  . 

Binding  . 

Stationery  . 

Printing  cards,  etc . 

Printing  report  . 

Cover  paper  . 

Gas  . 


$800 

00 

500 

00 

144 

00 

464 

92 

60 

93 

43 

25 

13 

20 

19 

50 

32 

10 
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Coal,  March  . 15  50 

Cleaning,  etc .  14  50 

Postage  .  12  00 

Express  and  incidentals  .  11  64 

Visitors’  book  .  9  50 

Awnings . .  2  50 

Water  . 4  06 

Photograph  for  Vt.  Library  Commission .  2  00 

Electric  light  .  57  59 

Wood,  December  .  2  25 

Electric  supplies,  etc .  1  39 

Janitor’s  supplies  .  7  35 


$2,218  18 

Moving  books  and  cleaning  .  250  58 


January  . 
February 
March  . . . 

April . 

May  . 

June  .... 
July  .... 
August  . . 
September 
October  . . 
November 
December 


APPENDIX  B. 

Circulation  for  1904. 

Fiction  and 
Juveniles. 

.  2,521  .  . . 

.  2,670  .  . . 

.  2,958  .  .  . 

.  2,831  .  . . 

.  2,091  .  .  . 

.  2,422  .  .  . 

.  1,982  ... 

.  2,001,  ... 

.  2,241  .  . . 

.  2,910  .  . . 

.  2,961  . .  . 

.  2,957  .  .  . 


Total. 

3,689 

3,802 

4,158 

4,059 

2,994 

3,302 

2,604 

2,508 

2,970 

3,964 

4,149 

3,843 


30,565 


42,042 
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APPENDIX  C. 

Circulation  from  1875. 

Fiction  and 
Juveniles. 


1875  (open  131  davs)  . 

1876  . 

1877  . 

.  .  .  30,471  . 

1878  . 

.  .  .  25,186  . 

1879  . 

.  .  .  21,809  . 

1880  . 

.  .  .  19,579  . 

1881 . 

.  .  .  19,212  . 

1882  . 

.  .  .  18,308  . 

1883  . 

.  .  .  17,092  . 

1884  . 

.  .  .  15,027  . 

1885  . 

.  .  .  20,489  . 

1886  . 

.  .  .  27,337  . 

1887  . 

.  .  .  26,917  . 

1888  . 

.  .  .  28,701  . 

1889  . 

.  .  .  29,032  . 

1890  . 

. .  .  30,303  . 

1891  . 

. . .  30,983  . 

1892  . 

.  . .  31,599  . 

1893  . 

. .  .  27,621  . 

1894  . 

.  .  .  28,740  . 

1895  . 

.  .  .  33,082  . 

1896  . 

.  .  .  36,363  . 

1897  . 

.  .  .  37,198  . 

1898  . 

.  .  .  38,511  . 

1899  . 

.  .  .  38,329  . 

1900  . 

.  . .  36,864  . 

1901  . 

. .  .  33,293  . 

1902  . 

.  . .  31,330  . 

1903  . 

.  .  .  28,586  . 

1904  . 

.  .  .  30,555  . 

* 

15,538 

35,448 

38,458 

35,238 

33,077 

29.432 
28,262 
26,438 
25,576 
20,173 
29,475 
37,753 
37,933 
41,948 
43,464 

45.828 
46,387 
47,203 
42,184 
43,942 
48,762 

52.829 
53,391 
52,456 
52,005 

49.433 
44,002 
42,834 
40,158 
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